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FADE | N:
A FIST HTS A FACE

The fist 1s in a boxing glove.

The face belongs to RAWLEY HALE, 28.

I NT. GYMNASI UM VH TEMAN AFB -

Hal e and Deakins are sparring I

It belongs to VIC DEAKINS, 38.
They are in...

DAY
Q her

n a ring. peopl e are

l1fting weights,

shoot 1 ng basket s.

I N THE RI NG

of his head.

Hal e and Deakins circle each other.

DEAKI NS

You know what happened there?
HALE

Hell, | barely know what day it is.
DEAKI NS

| set you up. | fake right, go

left three tines in a row. You

expect
in hard.

It again, | take the right
That's what boxing's all
about. WMake your opponent think
you' re gonna do one thing, then do
another. Like Al Iin Zaire, using
t he rope-a-dope on Forenan.

(m nes rope-a-dope)
Everyone thought Ali's arns were
getting destroyed, when he was
really just letting Foreman tire
hinmself out. Ei ghth round, Al
starts hitting, George's got

Hal e i s shaki ng cobwebs out

nothing left --

HALE
The fact that |
left side of ny face
okay, right?

Deaki ns | aughs.
| aunches into Deakins with a fl

THE OTHER PEOPLE I N THE GYM

Take notice -- the fight
DEAKI NS
Several of Hale's punches | and.

off guard. It looks |Iike he m

can't fee

I's getting real

fight's over.

t he
-- that's

Hal e sei zes the rel axed nmonent and suddenly

urry of punches.

They nove to the ring.

Deaki ns st aggers back,
ght even go down.

caught
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HALE

He cocks his arm back. He could finish Deakins off. But he
doesn't. He drops his fist.

DEAKI NS
Sei zes the opportunity and sl ugs back.
THE CROND
Loves it.
HALE AND DEAKI NS
Now Deaki ns has the upperhand. He backs Hal e around the ring.
DEAKI NS
Don't watch ny hands -- watch ny
shoul ders. That's where the punch
starts. Ready?
Deakins hits Hale hard in the face, sending him back.
THE SPECTATORS
Are circling the ring, followng the fighters, cheering.
HALE AND DEAKI NS
DEAKI NS
You were | ooking at ny hands.
Let's try it again. Ready?

Deakins hits Hale hard. He's got Hale on the run.

DEAKI NS
Conme on. Focus. Ready?
(punch)
My shoul ders. Ready?
Deaki ns fakes left, puts everything into one big uppercut. It
connects.
HALE

Lands, dazed, blood trickling out of the corner of his nouth.
DEAKI NS

He's in silhouette, the |ights above him

HALE

Looks up at Deakins, catches his breath.
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HALE AND DEAKI NS

Deakins offers his hand. Hale pushes it aside. Deakins iIgnores
Hal e, grabs himand helps himto his feet. Deakins clinbs out
of the ring between the ropes.

Hal e grabs the top rope and flips hinself over, landing on his
feet. Deakins gives Hale a | ook, |aughs, shakes his head.

| NT. SHOWNERS

Hale lets the water rinse the blood off his face.

| NT. LOCKER ROOM - DAY

Hal e and Deakins are sitting on the bench between their |ockers,
getting into their flightsuits, pulling on boots. Deakins is
snoking a cigarette. The snoke curls up into the light slanting
down across the room from hi gh w ndows.

HALE' S LOCKER

Is in sunlight. On the inside of his | ocker door are pictures
of exotic planes -- the SR-71, a swept-wng fighter, an artist's
rendition of the Aurora, etc.

DEAKI NS' LOCKER

On the shady side of the room Nothing on the inside of his
| ocker door. The locker is spare, Zen-like in its neatness.

HALE
Her e.
HALE' S HAND
Slans a twenty dollar bill down on the bench.
DEAKI NS
| can't take that.
HALE
Oh, shut up.
DEAKI NS
Really. | feel bad. How many tines

have we fought and how many ti nes
have you won?

HALE
Jer k.

DEAKI NS
Well, 1f you insist.

Deakins grins, folds the bill and jans it into his flightsuit.
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DEAKI NS
You know why | beat you?

HALE
Because you' ve been boxing for
twenty years and you're nuch
better at it than | anf

DEAKI NS
You don't want it enough. You had
me today. | was back on ny heels.
But you didn't close the door.
HALE
W were just sparring.
DEAKI NS
Life isn't sparring, Hale.
HALE
| think | saw that on a T-shirt.
Deakins pulls out the twenty dollar bill; hands it back to Hale.
DEAKI NS
Her e.
HALE

No, that's yours.

DEAKI NS
If you weren't giving it
everything you've got, then
don't want it.

HALE

No, | nmean -- that's yours,

literally. | took it out of your

wal | et when you were in the shower.
Deaki ns | aughs, puts the noney away.
EXT. WH TEMAN Al R FORCE BASE - DUSK
Pl anes taxiing, vehicles noving.
| NT. WH TEMAN M SSI ON BRI EFI NG ROOM
Deakins and Hale enter to find GENERAL BOONE, 50s.

DEAKI NS/ HALE
Cener al .
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BOONE
Gent | enen.
(nods at NO SMXKI NG
si gn)
Deak?
DEAKI NS
Sorry.

(puts out cigarette)
VWat's the m ssion, General ?

BOONE
Sinmul ate a border penetration. Hug
the ground. Scare sone cows. See
I f anyone can spot you.

HALE
The usual ...7?

BOONE

No, actually, it's alittle
unusual . You're carrying a couple
of nukes tonight, fellas.

(off their | ooks)
Pal ndal e's afraid | ow Il evel ganma
and x-ray diffusion mght screw up
the peripherals. They asked us to
send a couple on a run, see iIf
anyt hi ng gl ows.

HALE
'61s?

BOONE
(shakes head)
Bi g ones. '83s.

HALE
Qoh.  Crowpl easers.

| NT. HANGAR

A BOMB TRUCK carrying two B-83 nucl ear weapons drives under the
w ng of a big, black plane, toward the open bonb bays. GROUND
CREWVEN are hurrying about.

HALE AND DEAKI NS

Enter and wal k under the plane, nodding to the ground crew. Hale
and Deakins are royalty. Deakins and Hale clinb up the
airplane's Crew Entry steps and di sappear.

| NT. COCKPI T

Hal e and Deakins clinb into a very strange cockpit. There are
two pilots' seats in this plane, wth duplicate controls.
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But I nstead of the usual dials and gauges on the control panels,
there are FOUR COMPUTER SCREENS in front of each pilot. Hale
gets into the left seat; Deakins the right. They review
Information on their screens, flip swtches.

| NTERCUT W TH BOVBS

Bei ng | oaded into the bonb bays. When they've been cl anped into
place in the rotary bonb racks..

DEAKI NS
(Into hel net m ke)
Ready for rollout.

I NT. / EXT. HANGAR

Al arm horns sound, wheels roll on track and the huge hangar
doors open revealing...

THE GHOST
An enornous bl ack flying w ng.
| NT. COCKPI T

Deaki ns | ooks at maps on his conputer screens. Hale |ooks over,
sees the map of Ut ah.

HALE
You know, these exercises are
fantastic. | nmean, when that day
cones and we finally go to war
agal nst Utah, we are really going
to kick ass.

CUT TGO
EXT. CANYONLANDS NATI ONAL PARK, UTAH - N GHT

Bright nmoonlight shows a canpfire burning at the edge of an
escarpnent, the Colorado R ver a thousand feet below. Near the
canpfire is an Arny surplus tent. Next to it, an easel holds a
pai nting I n progress.

A PARK RANGER TRUCK
Drives up, stops. The driver's door open, and out gets...
A RANGER

W don't see his face in the dark. He swtches on a flashlight,
wal ks over and taps on the tent.

RANGER
Park Ranger. |'d like to talk to
sonmebody about this fire.



Converted to PDF by ScreenTal k Online 7.

W hear a man and a woman -- JIMand WANDA, 60s -- wake up

JIM(QOS.)
Wia--? Onh, hell.

WANDA (O S.)
"Il talk to him Jim

JIM(OS.)
Wanda, you stay put.

Jimcones out of the tent, the ranger's light in his face.

JI'M
| know -- no wood fires in the
Park. It's just -- Wanda's got a

cold and | wanted her to stay warm

RANGER
Sir, you see any other hikers,
canpers anywhere around here?

JIM
Not this tinme of year. Wat's the
fine for sonething lIike this?

RANCER
Your I|ife.

Jimgrins. But the ranger pulls out a pistol and shoots Jim
who falls into the fire. He then puts three shots through the

wal |l of the tent. Nothing noves. The Ranger -- call him
BAKER -- pulls out a wal kie-tal kie, clicks on.
BAKER

Done.
HEADLI GHTS
Conme on and two Hunmvees roll in and four nen get out. Three of
them-- JOHNSON, a tech-whiz; LETT, gangly, grim and NOVACEK
a Wwry guy in a baseball cap -- start setting up what | 0ooks to

be a high-tech mssile |launcher. The fourth man is..
MR PRI TCHETT

A neatly grooned nman, 40s, wth a perpetually sour attitude. He
| ooks i1 ke -- and is -- a | awer.

PRI TCHETT
(to Baker, re: Jimin
fire)
Jesus. Do you think maybe you
could get himout of the fire?
Unl ess you li ke that snell.
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EXT. THE NI GHT SKY

The Ghost flies overhead, roaring.

| NT. COCKPI T

Deaki ns and Hal e check their screens.

DEAKI NS
(thinks of sonething)
Weren't you going to call Tayl or
t oday about the Aurora Project?

HALE
Yeah. Turns out he wants people
wth nore fighter hours.

DEAKI NS
What' d you say?

HALE
What could | say?

DEAKI NS
Jesus. You are such a pussy. You
never fight for anything.

Hale is stung. Pissed, he goes on the offensive.

HALE
Yeah, well you know what your
problemis?

DEAKI NS
Because | said what your problem
Is, you' re gonna--?

HALE

You fight too nuch.

(Deakins ook at him
Right? You said it yourself --
you should be at |east Wng
Commander by now. WMaybe you woul d
be if you didn't insist on telling
peopl e what they're doing wong
all the tine.

DEAKI NS
" musually right though, aren't |7

Hal e shakes his head, grins. Deakins clicks on his m ke.

DEAKI NS
Ghost 7 to McMiurran. Hey,
W1 kins, you old bag of dirt, your
boys in Uah still awake?
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EXT. MCMURRAN Al R FORCE BASE - UTAH
Est abl i shing shot of McMurran Air Force Base.
| NT. MCMURRAN CONTRCL CENTER

Jammed wth MEN | ooking at radar screens and conputer nonitors.
COLONEL WLKINS, 50s, seen it all, talks over a headset.

W LKI NS
Ready and waiting, M. Deakins.
And tell our favorite hotshot,
he's not gonna | ose us tonight.
| NT. COCKPI T

Deaki ns covers his mke, turns to Hal e.

DEAKI NS
W1 kins says you won't | ose them
t oni ght .

HALE

Tell Colonel Wlkins | could fly
this puppy up his ass wthout him
know ng.

DEAKI NS
(grins, shakes his
head; i1nto hel net
m ke)
Hal e says ... if anyone can catch
himit'd be you.
| NT. MCMURRAN CONTRCL CENTER
CU RADAR SCREEN
The Ghost makes a prom nent blip on the screen.

W LKI NS
Everyone get a fix! They're about
to turn out the Iights!

| NT. COCKPIT
Deaki ns turns to Hal e.

DEAKI NS
Ready, M or?

HALE
On your word.

DEAKI NS
Go to war.



Converted to PDF by ScreenTal k Online 10.

CLOSE ON CONTROL PANEL - THREE BUTTONS

The left, |abeled TAKE OFF, i1s lighted. The other two buttons
are M SSI ON and LANDI NG  Hal e pushes M SSI ON.

THE COCKPI T

everythi ng goes quiet.

EXT. N GHT SKY

The plane's running lights go out. The roar of the engines
qui ckly drops to a | ow rushing sound. The plane in in ful
steal th node.

I NT. MCMURRAN CONTROL CENTER

CU RADAR SCREEN

The Ghost's blip di sappears.

W LKI NS
Lost 'em on acti ve! Who's still
got 'enf

| R CREWVAN

Got their heat signature, sir.
(points to conputer
screen)
Their engi nes may be cold, but the
alr 1s colder.

CU COVPUTER SCREEN

Hal f of the screen shows a waveform I|ike a voiceprint. The
other half shows a triangle noving across a map of Col orado.

| NT. COCKPI T
Deaki ns studies the maps on the conputer screens.

DEAKI NS
Descend to 400 feet AG. Ri ver
val | ey approach.

HALE
Al rspeed | ock at point-seven Mach
Blue |Iine descent on throttle to
400 feet AG.

Hal e pulls back on the throttle. The plane descends.

HALE
Time to |i nho down. How | ow can
we go.
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EXT. N GHT SKY
The Chost drops away fromus, a stark black cut-out against the
nmoonl it Col orado | andscape. The Col orado River is a w nding
silver ribbon five mles bel ow
EXT. CANYONLANDS NATI ONAL PARK, UTAH - NI GHT
A PARK RANGER TRUCK
Driving along the bl acktop. The driver 1s not Baker. [|t's...
TERRY CARM CHAEL
Pretty, late 20s. Her radi o squawks.

CLYDE (V. 0.)

Terry? You been through the
Needl es entrance toni ght?

TERRY
(grabs m ke, answers)
No. Wy?
CLYDE (V.0.)

Ms. Parker called --

TERRY
Ch, God. Wat is it this tinme?
UFO abduction? Ritual hunman
sacrifice?

CLYDE (V.0.)
She said she saw a bunch of trucks
goi ng through the Needl es entrance
an hour ago and thought they
| ooked suspi ci ous.

TERRY
Yes, well, this is a woman who
chopped off one of her own fingers
because it'd "turned on her."

CLYDE (V.0.)
Thing 1s, she said one of the
trucks was ours, and you're the
only one out.

TERRY
(arches eyebrow)
She was probably hall ucinating,
but I'lIl check it out.

EXT. COLORADO RI VER VALLEY - TH RTY M LES UP RI VER

W feel the Ghost before we hear it. |t rushes over, close to
the river, below the ridgelines on either side of the valley.
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I NT. MCMURRAN CONTRCL CENTER

The triangle representing the Ghost disappears from a conputer

screen.
| R CREWVAN
Lost 'em
W LKI NS
Stay on it. They're gonna have to
cone up for air sooner or later.
| NT. COCKPI T

Deaki ns reads his conputer screens.

DEAKI NS
We're under the radar. Proceed to
primary target.

Hale hits a button, lets go of the stick -- they're on
autopilot. |It's a nonent of peace. Hale |ooks out.
HALE

| tell people | becane a pilot
because | wanted to fly cool
planes. It's also for this. Wen
we're up here, | feel... closer

| don't know.

DEAKI NS
To God? |[|s that what you're going
to say? That you feel closer to
God up here?
(snorts)
Hell, Hale, with the payload we're
carrying, we are (od.

Deaki ns notices sonething odd on his screen. He checks between
the screen and what he can see through the w ndshi el d.

DEAKI NS
Hal e, take a | ook out your side.
| think our terrain followng is
off. It's got us two klicks from
the left flank ridge.

Hal e turns to | ook out the w ndow on his side.
HALE' S POV
Looki ng out the w ndow. There's sone novenent in the reflection

In the glass. QU CK PULL FOCUS to see, distorted in the curve
of the w ndow, Deakins reaching inside his flight suit.
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HALE
Turns his head back toward Deaki ns.

HALE
Deak, you can't snoke in here --

But then Hale sees it's not a cigarette that Deakins is pulling
out of his flight suit. It's shiny, netal. It's..

A GUN

And Deakins levels it right at Hale's head and his finger starts
to squeeze the trigger.

HALE

Grabs Deaki ns' hand, pushing up as...
DEAKI NS

Pulls the trigger and the gun FI RES.
HALE

The bullet cuts a line through the top of his helnet, punching
a hole in the wndow by his head.

DEAKI NS AND HALE

Deaki ns goes for another shot, but Hale grabs the gun and pushes
up, sending bullets through the ceiling of the plane, into the
wal I s. Deakins forces the gun down, fires.

THE BULLET

Tears through Hal e's harness, blow ng apart a shoul der strap.
HALE AND DEAKI NS

Hal e brings Deakins' gun hand hard agai nst Hale's own hel net.
Deakins yow s and the gun goes flying. Then Hale sees sonething.

THE PLANE

| s banking towards a ridge-line cliff wall.
HALE

Sees it, yanks on the stick.

THE PLANE

Banks hard away fromthe cliff, just m ssing.
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EXT. CANYONLANDS

Baker gives a sign. Johnson, standing beside the mssile

| auncher-1i ke device, hits a button. I nstead of a mssile, a
brilliant [ight shoots out.
| NT. COCKPI T

ARVANMVENTS CONTROL BUTTONS

Buttons i nclude ONE, TWO, LOCK, LEFT, RI GHT, OPEN, CLOSE, ARM
and RELEASE. Deakins presses ONE and TWO, then RI GHT.

HALE
No!

He pulls at Deakins' arns.
CU COVPUTER SCREENS

Graphics of bonb racks rotate, the B-83 nukes -- |abeled and
glowng red -- nove into the bottomspot. The word RELEASE
appears on the screen. Next to it, the word UNARVMED fl ashes.

HALE AND DEAKI NS

Deakins hits Hale wth the back of his hand, knocking him back.
Hal e grabs Deakins' helnet, yanks it off his head and smashes
Deakins back wth it. Hale keys the arnmanment buttons.

CU COVPUTER SCREENS

The nukes rotate out of the release position. RELEASE and
UNARVED di sappear .

HALE AND DEAKI NS

Deakins grabs a fire extinguisher, swngs it, getting Hale in
the face. Hale iIs alnost knocked out, blood running fromhis
nose.

EXT. PARK - NEEDLES AREA
Terry 1s standing by her truck, talking on the radio.

TERRY
Clyde, tell Ms. Parker that
there's nothing weird going on. No
truck, no UFGs, and, except for
t he odd human head on a stick, no
sign of Satan.

She feels it before she hears it or sees it.
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THE GHOST

Rushes over Terry, no nore than fifty feet above the ground. The
j et-wash rocks the truck, alnost knocks Terry down.

TERRY
Holy shit.

| NT. COCKPI T

Hal e groggy, hears a loud click. He |ooks down to see..
DEAKI NS' HAND

AUTO to MANUAL. Deakins grabs Hal e's EJECTI ON HANDLE

HALE AND DEAKI NS

Hale tries to push the handl e down as Deakins pulls it up as..
EXT. THE GHOST

Heads 1 nto the beacon |ight.

| NT. COCKPI T

Hal e and Deaki ns | ook at each other as the plane enters the
light and the Iight, in SLOVNMOIlI ON, washes across their faces.

DEAKI NS

Suddenly lets go of Hale's hand, then hits Hale hard under the
chin wth the fire extinguisher.

HALE

H s head snaps back as Deakins pulls.

HALE' S EJECTI ON SEAT HANDLE

Pop, hiss like a huge vacuum seal ed can i s being opened.
EXT. ABOVE GHOST

The ejection hatch blows and is ripped away by the w nd.
HALE' S POV

As he rockets up out of the cockpit.

HALE

VWen the chute opens, he alnost spills out because of the
severed shoul der harness. He grabs the straps, holds on.
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EXT. ON THE GROUND

Terry, on the radio wth C yde.

TERRY
Sonebody ej ect ed!
| NT. COCKPI T
Debris -- coffee cups, flight bags, anything not nailed down --

I's whipping around the inside of the cabin. Deakins reaches
t hrough the nmael strom then reaches to the ARVMAMENT BUTTONS and
punches t hem

| NT. BOVB BAYS
The the clanps snap back and the two B-83s drop toward the earth.
| NT. COCKPI T

Deaki ns |1 ooks around, then gets an idea. He hits the LAND NG
m ssi on node button and the cockpit |ights up.

I NT. MCMURRAN CONTRCL CENTER

The Ghost starts popping up on everyone's screens. There's a
chorus of "I got em " and "They're ba-a-a-ck!" WIKins |ooks at
a screen, puzzl ed.

W LKI NS
They're not due for another
hal f hour.

| NT. GHOST COCKPI T
Deakins yells into his helnmet mke as he gets ready to eject.
DEAKI NS
(Into hel net m ke)
This Iis Deakins! Hale lost it!
| have to punch out!

Deakins pulls his second handle. BLAM WHOOSH  He's gone. He
hear and feel the plane dropping, screamng toward the earth.

I NT. MCMURRAN CONTRCL CENTER
CU RADAR SCREEN

The Ghost's blip suddenly disappears fromthe screen. A chorus
of "What the hell?" and "Jesus."

W LKI NS
That's not good.
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EXT. MCMURRAN RUNVAY

Alarm horns blare. FIVE MEN are running to a waiting Bl ackhawk
helicopter. Waving the nen on is WIlkins. The last man up is..

LI EUTENANT COLONEL SAM RHCDES

40s, short grey hair: he could snap your neck with a | ook.

W kins pats Rhodes on the shoul der and Rhodes junps into..
THE HELI COPTER

And it lifts up and flies off.

EXT. CANYONLANDS

Hal e |1 es, unconscious, his parachute whipping in the w nd.

| NT. / EXT. SEARCH AND RESCUE HEL| COPTER/ DESERT

The helicopter glides over w nd-whi pped sand, searchlights on.
Rhodes sits with MCKELLAR, the pilot. Lieutenants KELLY, REED
and THOVAS are I n the back.

| N THE SAND

Sonething glints in the searchlights but the helicopter noves on.

RHODES
Hold 1t. Conme back.

The |1 ghts sweep back, find..
THE TI P OF BLACK W NG
Sticking out of the sand.

CUT TGO
EXT. PENTAGON - N GHT
Est abl i shi ng shot.
| NT. PENTAGON - SI TUATI ON ROOM
AKA "The War Room " Phones, faxes, conputers, TV nonitors,
backlit maps and coffee. Present are GENERALS (including Ar
Force General CREELEY), the CHAI RVAN OF THE JO NT CHI EFS OF
STAFF (CHAI RMAN) and ASSI STANTS, all in uniform They turn as..
BAlI RD

Enters. Baird, 60s, is he VWhite House Chief of Staff. H s
assistant stays in the b.g. as Baird wal ks in.
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BAI RD
So, do | wake the President?

CHAI RVAN
VWere is he -- Las Vegas?

BAlI RD
(nods)
Conput er convention. Sone
I nformati on superhi ghway crap.

CHAI RVAN
Let himsleep for now
(hands Baird a piece
of paper)
W're going out with this. R ck's
team prepared i1t.

The chairman nods toward R CK. Balrd reads, nunbling.

BAI RD
"United States Air Force ...
regrets to announce ... G130
heavy-li1ft cargo plane ... down
over the Utah desert ... status of
crew not determned at this tine
yadda yadda ... Nice bullshit,

Ri ck.
Baird hands it to Rick, who starts for the door.

A LES (O S.)
That's a m st ake.

The room quiets. Al eyes on..
G LES
Baird's intensely conpetent assistant.

BAI RD
Gles ...7?

A LES
Avi ati on Week has been follow ng
this plane's devel opnment for
years. They have stringers who
spend their vacations sitting in
l awnchairs all night |ong by the
Whi teman perineter fence just in
case one of these things takes
off. The boys iIn those |awnchairs
know one took off tonight. They're
going to know when it doesn't cone
back.

(nore)
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G LES (cont'd)

And when we put out a press
rel ease saying a G130 went down
In Uah, they're going to put two
and two together. Aviation week
Wil run a story, everyone'll know
what really happened and we're
going to |l ook real stupid.

(beat)
W mght as well tell the truth.

BAI RD
(nock shock)
The truth? How the hell did you
get this job?

ew chuckles in the room Baird | ooks at the Chairman --
| ?

The Chairnman thinks for a second, nods. Baird turns to

A f
wel | ~
Ri ck.

BAI RD
Rewite it. Wat Gles just said.
Rick grits his teeth and hurries out. Baird |looks at G es.

BAlI RD
| want you in Utah. Now.

G les nods, heads out. Baird grabs his arm

BAlI RD
You scare nme sonetines.
G LES
Hell, sir. Sonetinmes | scare

mysel f .
And out G les goes.

EXT. GHOST CRASH SI TE

Rhodes and his nen are on the ground. Wnd is whipping the
sand. Rnhodes is wal king under part of the wng that Is exposed.
He's yelling into a headset m crophone.

RHODES
(Irnto m ke)
Cockpit's enmpty! We're checking
t he payl oad!
I NT. MCMURRAN CONTROL CENTER
W1 kins tal ks to Rhodes over the radio.

W LKI NS
Vat ch your needl es!
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EXT. GHOST CRASH SI TE

Rhodes wal ks up to his nen who are in the process of opening the
bonmb bay doors manually. The doors are open a foot. Rhodes
signals his nen to stop. Rhodes steps up, shines a light into

t he bonb bays.

| NSI DE BOVB BAYS
Rnodes' |ight plays over the bomb racks -- enpty.

RHODES
(Into headset m ke)
Col onel ?
(takes breath)
We' ve got ourselves a Broken Arrow.

| NT. PENTAGON - SI TUATI ON ROOM

Stunned silence. They've just gotten the news. Baird doesn't
know what it neans.

BAI RD
Br oken Arrow?

CHAI RVAN
That's what we call it when we
| ose a nucl ear weapon.

BAI RD
On, Jesus.
(thinks, shakes head)
| don't know what's scarier --
| osi ng nucl ear weapons or the fact
that 1t happens so often that you
peopl e have a termfor it.

I NT. MCMURRAN CONTRCL CENTER

WIlkins is on the radio with Rhodes.

W LKI NS
Fi nd t he nukes, Sam But be
careful. | know they say those

eggs can't be cracked, but if your
geigers pick up nore rads than
you'd get off a toaster, | want
you out of there.

WIlkins to the CORPORAL.
W LKI NS

Cet the teans in. | want Col one
Rhodes and his nen backed up.
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| NT. PENTAGON S| TUATI ON ROOM
CU COVPUTER SCREEN

Various views of a B-83 nucl ear weapon. Creeley 1s briefing
Bai rd on the nukes.

BAI RD
They dropped from a plane but they
didn't go off...?

CREELEY
They have to be armed to detonate.

BAI RD
Then they're destroyed?

CREELEY
(shakes head)
They' re designed to survive
crashes intact. They can lie in
a pool of burning jet fuel for
five hours w thout any problem

BAI RD
How did this happen?

CREELEY
In his last transm ssion, Col onel
Deakins said Major Hal e | ost
control. He probably hit weapons
rel ease by accident. Believe ne,
when a plane's auguring in, you
start pushing every button you can.

Baird stands, |ooks at a picture of a Ghost shakes his head.

BAI RD
Hell, we should take the cost of
the plane out of mmjor Hale's
salary. Although | guess at two
billion dollars a pop, that could
take a whil e.

EXT. CANYONLANDS - DAWN

Hale is still unconscious, |lying beside his parachute. There's
the crunch of footsteps and a FI GQURE | oons over Hale. The figure
reaches down to touch Hal e's shoul der and. .

HALE

Spins, grabs the shirt of the figure and cocks his arm about to
punch. He hesitates when he sees it's..
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TERRY

She seizes Hale's hesitation and punches hi m hard.

HALE AND TERRY

Hale is stunned. Terry starts to get up, reaching for her gun.
Hal e strikes out with a leg, getting Terry in the gut, sending
her back. She hits the ground, still struggling for her gun.
Hal e gets up, runs, sprinting off over the rocky terrain.

H S POV

Jarring, racing over rock and then...

HALE

Pulls up fast, alnost not fast enough.

HALE' S POV

He's stopped right at the edge of a fifty foot drop.

TERRY (O S.)
That woul d be the wong way.

TERRY

s wal king slowy, calnmy, up behind Hale, pistol out.

TERRY
Turn around.
HALE
(turning)
Look, | --
TERRY

(not Interested)
G nMme your hands.

Hal e sticks his hands behind him Terry handcuffs them

HALE
|"mgoing to tell you sonething I
can't tell you.

Terry puts away her gun, spins Hale around and starts marching
himoff.

HALE
There were nucl ear weapons on that
pl ane. The guy | was flying with
Is trying to steal them

Terry reacts to that, but keeps Hal e noving.
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HALE
| have to stop him and | need
your hel p.

TERRY

(stops)

Look, pal, all I knowis, | saw
you cone down, | cone in to help
you and you grab ne, kick ne and
run away.

HALE

| only ran because you punched ne.

TERRY
Wat, we're ten years ol d now?
"You started it. No you started
it."

HALE

He has nmen on the ground. | --
TERRY

Save it. M dog's waiting for his

br eakf ast .
Terry starts to push Hal e al ong agai n and. .
HALE
Junps up and through the handcuffs.
TERRY
Reaches for her revol ver, but...
HALE
Gabs it fromher, puts it to-her head, but not before..
TERRY
Whips a knife fromher belt and puts it under Hale's chin.
HALE AND TERRY

Don't nove. A beat while they catch their breath.

HALE
This isn't a stand-off, okay? |'ve
got a gun.
TERRY
Yeah, well, | never keep ny gun
| oaded.

Terry taps her belt.
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CLOSE ON HER BELT
A line of bullets.
HALE AND TERRY

Terry holds out her hand. Hale lets the revolver sw ng down on
his finger. Just as Terry takes it...

HALE

Moves fast, grabs Terry's knife hand, then kicks her |egs out
fromunder her. Hale lands on top of her, still holding her
kni fe hand, putting the knife to her throat.

HALE

|"mtelling you the truth
TERRY

This Is a good way to convince ne.
HALE

| could kill you now. R ght?

Terry nods, bew | dered and nore than a little scared.
Hale lets go of Terry's hand hol ding the knife.

HALE
| need your hel p.

Terry looks at Hale for a long nonent. She's still holding the
knife. She exhales, then sticks the knife in the dirt.

| NT. / EXT. HELI COPTER
The helicopter flies low. Rhodes |ooks at a device on his |ap.
ON THE DEVI CE' S SCREEN

Geen, like a radar screen. It's blank, and then two dots
appear on the outer edge of the screen.

RHODES
Got ' enl

EXT. CANYONLANDS
Terry unl ocks Hal e's handcuffs.
TERRY
|"ve got a radio in the truck. W

can call McMirran and get the
Mari nes in here.
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HALE
(shakes head)
Deakins'll be nonitoring any radio
transm ssi ons out of here.
(of f her 1 o00Kk)
That's what |'d do.

TERRY
Who is this guy?

HALE
(a flash of the
horri bl e betrayal he

feel s)
Soneone | woul d've trusted wth ny
life.

(beat)

You' ve gotta get to a phone.

TERRY

Me? What are you going to do?

(no answer, she

realizes)
VWit. You' re gonna go after this
guy? Isn't he going to have a | ot
guns and shit? | don't want to
sound I nsulting or anything, but

you're just a pilot.

HALE
| don't have any choice. The
nukes are ny responsibility.
Besi des. . .
(pull's sonmething from
pocket)
| do have one thing going for ne.

TERRY
Wiat's that?

Hal e sticks. ..
A TVENTY DOLLAR BI LL
Under a rock.
HALE
The last thing in the world he
expects 1s for ne to cone after
hi m

Hal e wal ks off into the light of the rising sun. Terry |ooks at
the $20 bill.

EXT. CREVICE SITE

The helicopter is parked at the edge of a deep crevice.
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DOM I N THE CREVI CE
Rhodes cones down the |last few feet of rope to the bottom of the
crevice. Kelly, Thomas and Reed are waiting, shining lights on
a B-83 lying inthe dirt, all In one piece.
RHODES
(Irnto m ke)
W' ve got one intact.
(to his nen)
Let's go find the other one.
Rhodes starts off along the bottom of the crevice.
EXT. TOP OF THE CREVI CE - BY THE HELI COPTER

McKellar Is sitting inthe pilot's seat, eating a candy bar. He
turns at the unexpected sound of a truck-driving up.

A HUWEE

clinbs up the slope toward the helicopter.
MCKELLAR

Grabs his rifle, hops out of the helicopter
NOVACEK AND LETT

Are in the Hunvee. Novacek sticks his head out.

NOVACEK
Hey, you guys need any hel p?

MCKELLAR
It's an Alr Force training
exercise, sir. 1l'mgoing to have
to ask you to | eave.

NOVACEK
Hey, no problem W just --

LETT

Whi ps out a silenced rifle and shoots.

MCKELLAR

Barely has tine to raise his rifle before he's hit. He drops.
ANOTHER HUMVEE

Drives up fast.

BAKER, JOHNSON AND PRI TCHETT

Get out. Johnson wears radi o headgear. Pritchett 1s furious.
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NOVACEK

Picks up McKellar's half-eaten candy bar,

BAKER
(to Novacek)
Any sign of Deakins?

Novacek, nmouth full, shakes his head.

PRI TCHETT
He better be dead.

DEAKINS (O S.)
Sorry to disappoint you,
Pritchett.
They all | ook over to see..

DEAKI NS

M.

27.

takes a bite.

Wal k out of the shadows, snoking a cigarette. Wile soldierly
wth his nmen, Deakins is courteous and polite wwth Pritchett.

PRI TCHETT

You sai d nothing would go w ong!

DEAKI NS

Well, point of fact, nothing has.

PRI TCHETT

You didn't drop the nukes where

you were supposed to!

DEAKI NS

Ah, but we al ways pl anned on the
search and rescue team finding the

weapons for us, and they have.
Pritchett, | really have thought

of everything.

M.

Johnson wal ks up, pointing to his radi o headgear.

JOHNSON

Newsfl ash. Two gunships j ust

left

from McMurran and they're headed

this way.

PRI TCHETT
You t hought of that?

DEAKI NS

That'll take care of itself.

PRI TCHETT

What about the other pilot?

saw him ej ect.
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DEAKI NS
You don't have to worry about
Maj or Hale. He's probably hiding
behind a rock sonewhere, praying
| don't find him

JOHNSON
Soneone el se mght find him
(of f Deakins' | o00Kk)
A Ranger called her base, said she
saw a pilot conme down and was
gonna go | ook for him

Deakins thinks it over, turns to Novacek.

DEAKI NS
CGet ready. You'll go when the
cl ean-up' s done.

Novacek nods, goes to the helicopter.
Ext. Canyonl ands - 4wd trail

Hal e and Terry are hurrying along a 4WD trail toward Terry's
truck. Terry taken a ook at Hale's ripped and torn flightsuit.

TERRY
s that the new uni fornf

HALE
Yeah. Less constricting.

TERRY
The dayshift guy left sonme work
clothes in the truck. You can
have themif you want.

Hal e nods. Hi s feet crunch on sonething.

TERRY
Don't wal k there.
HALE
Don't wal kK where?
TERRY
On that black stuff. That's
cryptogamc soil. |It's very

fragile. One footprint takes
centuries to repair.

HALE
That's a new one. Endangered dirt.

Terry gives Hale a | ook.
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EXT. BOITOM OF THE CREVI CE
Rhodes, Reed, Thonas and Kelly nove al ong the shadowy crevi ce.
I NT. HELI COPTER

Novacek flips swtches in the helicopter, getting ready to start
up. Deakins reaches in, flips off a swtch nmarked COM LI NK.

EXT. BOITOM OF CREVI CE
Rhodes hears the connection go dead. He taps his headset.

RHODES
Hell o? MMirran? Cone in.

Suddenly, there's a soft popping sound and Reed drops.

RHODES
Reed? What the --7?

Rhodes | ooks down, sees blood on Reed. Before he can say
another word, there's a fusillade of soft popping sounds as
silenced bullets ricochet off the rock around them Thomas goes
down.

| NT. MCMURRAN CONTRCL CENTER

Silence fromthe speakers.

W LKI NS
San? Sam are you there? SanP?

EXT. TOP OF CREVI CE

Lett ains a sniper's rifle down into the crevice. He flips a
swtch and a red | aser beam stabs out fromthe scope.

EXT. BOITOM OF CREVI CE

Rhodes and Kelly are pressed against the crevice wall.
THE RED LASER BEAN

Dances along the wall, heading for them

RHODES

Rai ses his pistol and shoots at the source of the |aser.
EXT. ATOP THE CREVI CE

Lett pitches back, dead.
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PRI TCHETT AND DEAKI NS

Pritchett | ooks at Deakins -- another part of the plan? Deakins
I's unperturbed. He's holding an overnight bag. He unzips it.

EXT. BOITOM OF THE CREVI CE
Rhodes whi spers to Kelly.

RHODES

W'l |l open up the access panels,
put in a couple grenades. The
nukes won't go nucl ear, but they
wll godirty. | won't |lie and
say we'll be all right. W won't.
But if we're gonna go, mght as
wel | take those bastards with us.

Rhodes scranbles off.

KELLY
Just one thing, sir.
RHODES
(turns)
What ?
KELLY
Thi s.

Kelly opens fire with his rifle. Rhodes is thrown back, dead.
Kelly yells up top

KELLY
Done!

Kelly grabs the rope, clinbs fast.
EXT. ATOP THE CREVI CE

M. Pritchett | ooks at Deakins, surprised. Deakins -- putting
on new clothes -- just grins. Deakins takes..

THE TVENTY DOLLAR BI LL

Fromhis flightsuit and puts it into his shirt pocket.
KELLY

Ainbs into view

I NT. MCMURRAN CONTROL CENTER

Kel ly's voice conmes in over the speaker.
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KELLY (V.O0.)
(terrified)
Col onel WIKins? You there?

W LKI NS
Who is this?

KELLY (V.O0.)
It's Lieutenant Kelly, sir.

W LKI NS
What happened, Kelly?

EXT. ATOP CREVI CE

Kelly tal ks over the helicopter's radio mke. Deakins is behind
him shaving with an electric shaver.

KELLY
Col onel Rhodes is dead, sir!
They're all dead!

WLKINS (V. 0.)
What happened?

Deaki ns puts the shaver to the radio mke. There's a wash of 40
static. Deakins pulls the shaver away, nods to Kelly.

KELLY
It's the nuke, sir! It's open!
W de open! On, God, what aml
going to do?!

Deaki ns puts the shaver to the mke again -- nore static. He
reaches into the helicopter and flips off the COM LINK sw tch,

t hen backs away, shaving. He nods to Novacek, who fires up the
hel i copter.

I NT. MCMURRAN CONTROL CENTER
Wl kins slunps in his chair.
W LKI NS

Call back the teans and get ne the

Room We're gonna need NEST in

her e.
EXT. CREVICE SITE
Novacek lifts off in the helicopter and flies away.
Deakins turns to Kelly and appl auds his performance.

DEAKI NS
Brought a tear to ny eye.
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They | ook

| NT. / EXT.

KELLY
|"d just li1ke to thank the nenbers
of the Acadeny.

PRI TCHETT
(t o Deaki ns)
| hope you' ve got another surprise
up your sleeve. I|If |'mnot
m st aken, there are two attack
hel i copt ers headed this way.

JOHNSON
Not any | onger.

at him he taps his radi o headgear.

JOHNSON
They' ve just been recall ed.

DEAKI NS

You see, M. Pritchett, they think
t hey' ve got an exposed core.
They' Il want to get a satellite to
take a ook, but it'll take ninety
mnutes mninmumto shift the
orbit. Until then? WlIl, people
get alittle weird when it cones

to radi ation. No one'll have the
balls to cone near here unl ess

It's NEST -- the Nucl ear Energency
Search Teans --and it'll take the

nearest teamat |east two hours to
get out here, and we only need an
hour to reach our connection wth
the transport squad.

(grins)
Not that |I'mnot delighted with
your presence, but you really
don't need to be here.

TERRY' S TRUCK - 4WD TRAI L

Hal e and Terry are riding in Terry's truck.

Is wearing work clothes.

HALE
What's your dog's nane?
TERRY
Bear. | was going to call him

Death, so |I could say things |ike,
"I walk with Death," and "Death
chewed ny boots," but | chickened
out. You?

HALE
No dog.

After sone sil ence.

Terry drives.

32.

Hal e
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TERRY
Do you have a nane, or is that
classified?
Before Hal e can answer...
THE SEARCH AND RESCUE HELI COPTER

Rises up in front of them Novacek piloting. Novacek thunbs a
button and machi ne guns on the sides open up.

TERRY AND HALE

Terry junps on the brakes. She and Hal e bail out as..
THE TRUCK

Isriddled wth bullets and expl odes.

TERRY AND HALE

Sprint up the trail

HALE
W' ve gotta hide!

TERRY
Fol | ow ne!

Terry leads Hale up a short slope. Hale scrambles over the top

and i s stunned. Terry runs out onto an open expanse -- no cover.
HALE
H de where?

| N THE HELI COPTER
Novacek grins, shoots.
HALE

Looks at the helicopter as the bullets whistle in. Wen he
turns back, Terry's gone.

HALE
What the --7?

TERRY (O S)
Come on!

Hale runs in the direction of her voice.
NOVACEK' S POV

Aimng at Hale's back. But then Hale suddenly drops from vi ew.
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HALE
Arms flailing, drops fifteen feet, to deep sand.

TERRY
This way.

Terry runs. Hale follows.

HALE
How do you --7?
TERRY
(I ooks back, stil
runni ng)
|"'ma Ranger. |'ve been over

these trails a mllion tines.

Not | ooking, Terry runs straight into a wall, smacks her head
and drops |1 ke a rock.

I N THE HELI COPTER
Novacek can't see his prey. He gets an idea and reaches back.
TERRY AND HALE
Terry 1s trying to get her eyes to focus.
TERRY

Pl ease don't tell anyone | did

t hat .
| N THE HELI COPTER

Novacek has a box of grenades beside him He pulls the pin on
a grenade and drops it.

TERRY AND HALE

Hale is helping Terry to her feet as BOOM -- the first grenade
goes off. They run.

THE HELI COPTER
Chases them strafing them BOOM -- a grenade goes off in

front of them They run back. They're cornered. Hale |ooks
around, | ooks up.

HALE
Can you clinb up?

TERRY
Yeah ...?

HALE

G ve ne your gun.
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TOP OF CLI FF

Terry clinbs up into view of ...
NOVACEK

Who sees her.

TERRY

Pull herself up, stands, hands up.
THE HELI COPTER

Novacek sw vels the helicopter around.

TERRY
This has nothing to do wth ne.

NOVACEK
Tell ne where he is!

HALE

s down in the fissure, pointing the revolver straight up at the
hel i copter hovering right overhead, figuring out where to shoot.

HALE
Bl ackhawk ... Moved pilot seat
back a foot ... Puts himright
about ... here.

Hal e hesitates -- he's never shot at someone before -- then
takes a breath and starts shooti ng.

I N THE HELI COPTER

The bullets fly up frombelow. One hits Novacek. He sl unps,
pushing the joystick to one side.

THE HELI COPTER

Starts to | ean over sideways.

HALE

s surprised -- it worked!'

TERRY

Watches I n horror as...

THE HELI COPTER S MAIN ROTOR BLADES

Angle toward her, slicing the air as the helicopter tips over.
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TERRY
D ves and rolls over the edge of the cliff as..
THE ROTOR BLADES

Ht the rock, sparking, grinding, right over Terry's head. The
bl ades stop dead. But the torque of the notor brings..

THE TAIL OF THE HELI COPTER
Up and over, in a high arc.
TERRY

Looks up.

THE TAIL --SECTI ON

s swnging over fast and the tail rotor is comng right for her.
HALE AND TERRY

Hal e runs up, grabs Terry, pulls her to her feet as...
THE TAI L SECTI ON

Sw ngs down, rotor spinning. It digs into the dirt and sand a
split-second after..

HALE AND TERRY
Run cl ear.
EXT. ATOP CREVI CE

Deakins and Pritchett watch a fireball fromthe explodi ng
hel icopter rise up in the distance.

PRI TCHETT
W don't have to worry about the
other pilot?

Deaki ns shakes hi s head.

PRI TCHETT
Then how cone the helicopter
crashed?

DEAKI NS

(a flicker of worry)
Pilot error.

Deaki ns turns and wal ks away, over to...
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BAKER AND KELLY

Who have taken the three-foot, pointed, front section off each
nuke. They are |loading theminto the back of one Hunvee.

Pritchett wal ks up behind Deakins, still nagging.

PRI TCHETT
Tell nme again how | don't need to
be here.

DEAKI NS
M. Pritchett, | understand your
concerns. You and your associ ates
gave ne a | ot of noney to nount
this operation. But they're
getting ten tines that back 1 f we
succeed.

PRI TCHETT
I f we succeed?

DEAKI NS

All | can do is ny part. W've
got the weapons, we're ...

(checks wat ch)
: seventeen m nutes ahead of
schedul e and everything wll be in
place wwthin two hours. But |
can't guarantee that the asshol es
I n Washi ngton won't do sonet hi ng
stupid |1 ke not pay.

PRI TCHETT
What i f they don't?

DEAKI NS
Then the next census for this
region is going to show a very
sudden drop i n popul ation.

| NT. MCMURRAN CONTRCL ROOM
Gles enters and i s brought over to WIKins.

G LES
Colonel WIlkins? |I'mG@Gles
Prenti ce.
(they shake hands)
My word from your search and
rescue teanf

W LKI NS
No.
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4G LES
" msorry. Picked up any
radi ati on?

W ki ns shakes hi s head.

A LES
That's kind of strange -- iIf
there's an exposed core out there.
W LKI NS
Poi nt ?
A LES
Probably nothing. | asked for a

transcript of the |ast cockpit
transm ssion...?

W1 kins nods to a CORPORAL who hands sone papers to Gles. Gles
reads them quickly.

W LKI NS
| don't know what you expect to
find.
CU TRANSCRI PTS

W see COLONEL DEAKINS: "This is Deakins! Hal e lost it! Oh,

God! | have to punch out!"
4G LES
You know these guys? The pilots?
W LKI NS
Just on the radio. Never net 'em
Why ?
4G LES
(1 ooks up)

What if this wasn't pilot error?
| NT. PENTAGON S| TUATI ON ROOM

Baird has put G les on speaker phone. The people in the
Situation Room exchange | ooks.

BAlI RD
No rhetorical questions, Gles.
Spit it out.
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CROSSCUT WTH G LES I N MCMURRAN CONTRCL ROOM

G LES
In the last transm ssion fromthe
pl ane, Col onel Deakins said Mjor
Hale lost it and nade the pl ane
crash. W all assuned that nmeant
pilot error. But what if Deakins
nmeant Hal e made t he pl ane crash.

Murnmurs of "That's i1nsane” "No way" fill the room

BAI RD
Wiy woul d he do that?

G LES
Two nucl ear weapons woul d be worth
a hell of a |ot of noney.

CHAI RVAN
To whonf? Son, there are easier
ways for soneone to buy nucl ear
weapons. You go to one of the old
Sovi et republics, you can get one
for the price of a BMN

A LES
| nmeant they'd be worth a | ot of
noney to us. How nmuch would we
pay to get them back? To nake
sure they weren't used in this
country?

A flurry of 1ooks around the room

BAlI RD
Hol d on, hold on.
(to Creel ey)
These nukes have codes or
sonet hi ng that prevent people from
usi ng them

CREELEY
O cour se.

BAI RD
No one has these codes -- outside
of the President and you guys.

CREELEY
Access to the codes requires the
hi ghest security --

BAlI RD
| nmean, not even the pilots have
t hese codes, right?
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Creeley starts to stammer. Baird slunps. The chairmn turns.

CHAI RVAN
(to an assistant)
Wiere's that NEST team now?

ASSI STANT
They just took off.

EXT. NEST HELI COPTER - I N FLI GHT
A sl eek, very serious-looking helicopter.
| NT. NEST HELI COPTER

SI X very serious-1ooking SOLD ERS are in black radiation suits,
l1stening to COLONEL HUNT, 45, over headsets.

HUNT

Li sten up, sportsfans. Wrd iIs,
this particular broken arrow has
br oken open. Qur ETA Utah iIs
ninety-six mnutes. | want
everyone to take that tine to
triple-check the seans and seal s
on their E-suits. Let's go!

| NT. MCMURRAN CONTROL ROOM
G les | ooks at WI ki ns.

G LES
You think I"'mnuts. You don't
think NEST or the satellite wll
find anything weird.

W LKI NS
That's right.
(beat)
But it wouldn't hurt to get sone
gunshi ps fueled just In case.

W1 kins reaches for a phone. QGles smles.
EXT. HELI COPTER EXPLOSI ON SI TE
The helicopter weck burns. Hale | ooks over the terrain.

HALE
How do they get out of here?

TERRY
Get out? | don't think that
hel i copter's goi ng anywher e.
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HALE
Deak' d have a back-up. He'd be
pr epar ed.

TERRY

If they've got trucks they could
take the four-wheel-drive trail we

were on.
HALE
He woul dn't want to go towards
t own.
TERRY

He could go to the river.
Hal e | ooks at Terry -- that's exactly what Deakins woul d do.
EXT. 4WD TRAI L
The two Hunvees roll along the narrow, twsting trail.
I N THE SECOND HUWEE

Kelly drives, Deakins beside him Johnson and Pritchett in back.

DEAKI NS

You a fan of boxing, M. Pritchett?
PRI TCHETT

| think it's barbaric.
DEAKI NS

Me, too! | love it! Two nmen

trying to do as nuch damage to the
other as he can. As basic as you
can get, don't you think?

PRI TCHETT
| think 1t should be banned.
DEAKI NS
So do |! God, wouldn't that make

It nore exciting? Having to go
Into dark alleys and basenents to

see a fight? | bet we see eye-to-
eye on a lot of things, M.
Pritchett.

Deakins grins; M. Pritchett steans.
EXT. CANYONLANDS

Hal e and Terry stand on an outcroppi ng overl ooking the 4WD trail.
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THEI R POV
The two Hunvees neke their way along the trail.

HALE
See the one in front? |t just has
a driver? They wanted to keep the
wei ght down. It has the nukes.

Hal e takes Terry's gun from her.

TERRY
You gonna shoot out the tires?

HALE
Hunvees can reseal and inflate
wth the flick of a swwtch. That's
why Deak chose 'em

Terry looks at Hale -- then what is he going to do?

HALE
"' m gonna steal it.
(checks gun)
You get to a phone and cal

McMur r an.
TERRY
The nearest phone is a two-hour
wal K.
HALE
Then you better start wal Ki ng.
TERRY
Look, | know ny way around here.

You' re gonna need ne.
HALE
(very serious)
| appreciate what you've done so

far. But nowit gets hairy. o
to the phone.

He scranbl es off over the rock.
THE HUWEES

Conme around a corner. The trail hugs the face of a ten-foot-
high cliff. Suddenly, fromoff the cliff...

HALE AND TERRY

Junp down onto the roof of the | ead Hunvee. Hale | ooks at
Terry, angry. But before he can say anything...
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I N THE HUWEE

Baker swerves, trying to throw themoff. He pulls out a pistol,
shoots up through the ceiling.

HALE AND TERRY

Bull ets punch up. Hale pulls out the gun. It falls fromhis
hand. Terry grabs it as a sharp swerve sends..

HALE

Flying. He lands hard behind the Hunvee.

I N THE SECOND HUWEE

Deakins points at Hale, getting to his feet.

DEAKI NS
Run hi m down.

HALE

Sprints after the |eading Hunvee. Deakins' Hunvee cl oses fast.
TERRY

Looks back, sees Hale's predi canent.

TERRY
Her e!

She slides the pistol along the truck roof.

HALE

Grabs the gun out of the air as..

BAKER

Sl ans on the brakes.

TERRY

Cones flying off the top, |anding on the hood, barely hol ding on.
HALE

| s going to be crushed between the Humvees. He junps up,
turning, as the bunpers conme together. He lands on the tailgate
faci ng backwards and fires into Deakins' w ndshi el d.

DEAKI NS AND KELLY

Kel Iy ducks bel ow the dash and sl ans on the brakes but Deakins
doesn't flinch. The bullets bounce off the glass --bulletproof.
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I N THE LEAD HUWEE

Baker sticks his gun out the wndow and ains at Terry and starts
to pull the trigger when he stops, feeling a gun agai nst the
back of his head.

HALE

I's behind him Hale gets into the passenger seat.

HALE
G mme the gun and get out.
BAKER
(smrking)
| don't know. | think we got

ourselves a little stand-off.

HALE
No, we don't.

Hal e shoots Baker in the thigh. Baker how s.
TERRY

Reaches forward and grabs Baker's gun as..
HALE

Ki cks Baker out of the Hunvee.

BAKER

Bad timng for him He tunbles out, right in front of...
DEAKI NS' HUMVEE

And Is run over.

HALE

Hol ds the steering wheel, yells to Terry.

HALE
You dri ve!

TERRY

Cinbs into the Hunvee, takes the wheel from Hale. She jans
Baker's gun into her belt.

HALE
l'd yell at you for comng after
me, but you did just save ny life.
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There's a | ook between them then Hale clinbs into the back. He
finds what he is looking for -- a jerry can of gasoline and an
emer gency tool box.

| N THE SECOND HUWEE

DEAKI NS
VWat're you doi ng, Hal e?

I N HALE AND TERRY' S HUWEE

Hal e keeps his back to the other Hunves. He pulls gaffer's tape
off aroll, tears it wwth his teeth, grabs..

A FLARE
Qut of the tool kit.
IN THE SECOND HUMVEE
KELLY

Maybe he'll set off a nuke. That'd

show us.
BETWEEN THE HUWEES
Hal e tosses the jerry can of gasoline out the back of the Hunvee.

THE JERRY CAN OF GASOLI NE

Flies through the air. There's a burning flare taped to the
side of the plastic can.

ECU TI P OF FLARE
As the plastic of the can bubbles and nelts and..
IN THE SECOND HUMVEE

DEAKI NS
St op!

But it's too late and...
THE JERRY CAN

Expl odes.

THE SECOND HUWEE

Skids to a stop, showered wth burning gasoline. Deakins and
his nmen bail out. Kelly, Johnson and Pritchett run for cover.

DEAKI NS

Coolly grabs a fire extinguisher and starts spraying.
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I N HALE AND TERRYS HUWEE

Hale clinbs up into the front seat. Terry |ooks at him
genui nely 1 npressed.

HALE
W need sonewhere to hide.

TERRY
(t hi nks)
| know a pl ace.

EXT. 4WD TRAIL
Deaki ns keeps spraying the burning Hunvee with foam
EXT. M NE ENTRANCE

Terry and Hal e have taken the Hunvee to the parking area in
front of an abandoned m ne. The w nch on the Hunvee strains.
The cable is attached to the handl es on the padl ocked net al
doors. The doors are slowy pulling out, groaning.

TERRY
It was a copper mne, barely
squeaki ng along for years. They
shut it-down a few nonths ago when
they hit an underground river.

The hinges on the netal doors buckle and snap and the doors rip
| oose. Hal e shuts down the w nch, unhooks it fromthe doors.
He notions for Terry to drive it iIn.

I NT. M NESHAFT ENTRANCE

Terry drives the Hunvee into the m neshaft entrance. Hale uses
a flashlight to | ook around. He finds a swtch a flips it. A
gas generator cones to life. Another click and lights cone on

Now t hey can see the rest of the entry area, including a wre-

mesh-encl osed elevator. As Terry |ooks around, Hale grabs the

Humvee radio, tries to tune in other frequencies, gives up.

HALE
They hardwired in their frequency.
W can't call out.

TERRY
VWhat are we gonna do?

Hal e goes to the back of the Hunmvee, pulls down the tailgate.
HALE
| "' m gonna take away Deaki ns
reason for being here.

Hal e grabs a screwdriver fromthe tool kit and pries open a
panel on the side of one of the B-83s.
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| NSI DE PANEL

There's an LCD DI SPLAY, a NUVMERI C KEYPAD and a CLOCK show ng the
current tinme. The keys are oversized and brightly col ored.

TERRY
Fi sher-Price nmakes nucl ear weapons?

HALE
They're designed to be used by
guys wearing gloves in Al aska.

He reaches in, hits a key and the LCD display |ights up.

HALE
These nukes have security codes.
If you enter the wong code three
times, the nuke goes dead -- al
the circuitry shorts out and shuts
down. Kind of Iike the security
systens with car radios.

TERRY
And peopl e say the public doesn't
benefit from defense spendi ng.
HALE
(grins)
Hand ne the radio.
Terry goes for the radio mke. Hale sees sonething.
A PLASTI C NAME TAG
Sticking out fromunder one of the nukes.
HALE
Pulls 1t out, |ooks at it.
ECU NAMETAG
It's from"St. Judes Hospital, Radiology Departnent."”
HALE AND TERRY

Hal e turns to Terry as she pulls over the radio mke.

HALE
VWere's St. Judes Hospital ?

| NT. 4WD TRAIL -- DEAKINS HUWEE
The fire i s out. The radi o crackl es.

HALE (V.O0.)
Deak -- you there?
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Deakins and Kelly | ook at each other.

HALE (V. Q)
D ng, ding, ding, Deak. W're
starting a new round. You took
the first couple, but I've got you
on the ropes now, you son of bitch.

Deaki ns gets in the passenger side, grabs the radio m ke.

DEAKI NS
Hey, there. What was that [ ast
part? There was sone static.
(clicks off mke; to

Johnson)

Fi nd t hem
(to Pritchett and
Kel ly)

Let's go!

Johnson pulls out a radiation detector scanner |ike the one
Rhodes used. Kelly and Pritchett get back in the vehicle.

CROSSCUT BETWEEN HALE AND DEAKI NS
Kelly drives Deakins' Hunmvee along the trail as they talk.

HALE
| know you're stalling while you
try to find the nukes wth your
scanner, but you're gonna be too
late. Hear that?

Hal e holds the radio mke up to the keypad as he enters nunbers.

HALE
|'"mentering the wong code, you
bastard. A couple nore tines and
these are gonna be useless to you.

DEAKI NS
You really got nme there. | sure
didn't think of that.
Hal e sl ows down -- sonething's wong -- Deakins doesn't cars.
DEAKI NS

All that tine we spent in the
cockpit together and you think I'm
stupid? | got sone new boards and
circuits froma friend at Pantex.
But nice try.

Hal e curses to hinmself. Terry looks at him He shakes his head
they're in trouble.
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DEAKI NS
You know, Hale, | thought of

49.

asking you to join ne on this. You
wanna know why | didn't?

HALE
Because | woul d've said no?

DEAKI NS
| would've just killed you if you
said no. | was nore afraid you'd

say yes. Because | knew |

couldn't count on you. You can
pretend you' ve got guts, but when
and if it cones down to it, you're

gonna run off crying like a |
girl.

HALE

ttle

You better hope that's true, Doak.
Because |'ve got the nukes, and
there's nothing to stop ne from
entering the right code, iIf you

know what | nean.

DEAKI NS
(flash of worry)
You woul dn't do that.

HALE
Nah. You're right. | wouldn't
have the guts.

END SPLI T- SCREEN. Hal e drops the m ke,

HALE
How deep is this m ne?

TERRY

| ooks at the el evator.

| don't know. A couple thousand

f eet.

HALE
That's deep enough.

Hal e opens the el evator gate.

TERRY
For what ?

HALE
A nucl ear expl osi on.

Terry's | aw drops.
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EXT. 4WD TRAIL/ | NT. DEAKINS HUWEE

Kel Iy drives the bl ackened Hunvee as fast as he can.

| ooks at his scanner, grins.

| NT. M NE
Hal e hurri

Hal e grabs the straps around one of the nukes,

JOHNSON
Got it! They're --

DEAKI NS
In the m ne.
(off their | ooks)
| could tell he was inside
sonet hi ng. There was an echo.

ENTRANCE

es to the back of the Hunvee.

TERRY
W can still hide them

HALE
He's got a scanner. He'd find
t hem

TERRY

You' re tal king about setting off
a nucl ear weapon!

HALE
They set them off underground in
Nevada all through the fifties and
sixties. There's no risk.

TERRY
Tell it to the two-headed cows.

barely nove the thing. He turns to Terry.

TERRY
No! | am not hel ping you set off
a nucl ear weapon.

HALE
VW won't be down there when it
goes off. This isn't a suicide
m ssi on.

TERRY
No!

pul I s.

50.

Johnson

He can
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HALE
(I npatient)

All right. Fine. Though | think
you shoul d know, before | e]ected,
| heard Deakins say the nukes were
going to be used to w pe out the

| ast few remai ni ng handi capped gay
whal es.

Terry looks at him-- you asshole. Hale |Iooks at her, very
serious.

HALE
| need your hel p.

Terry thinks, shakes her head, steps up and grabs the nuke.
EXT. 4WD TRAI L

The Hunmvee takes the turn-off to the mne entrance.

| NT. M NESHAFT ELEVATOR - DESCENDI NG

Hal e and Terry are going down wth the nukes.

HALE
When we get to the bottomwe'll
have to get away fromthis shaft.
[t"Il limt the anmount of
radi ation rel eased i nto-the
at nospher e.

EXT. M NE ENTRANCE

Deaki ns's Hunvee cones into the clearing. The Hunvee stops and
Deakins and Kelly junp out, followed by Pritchett and Johnson.

EXT. MNE - BOTTOM OF ELEVATOR SHAFT

The el evator cones down. Hale slides open the gate. He and
Terry drag the nukes out.

TERRY
W'l each drag one down a tunnel ?
HALE
No. I'"'monly going to set off one.
We'll |eave the other one here.
I

[t be buried under a billion
tons of rock.

They are startled when the elevator starts going up behind them

HALE
We better hurry.
(nods down tunnel)
Let's try down there.
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They start hauling the nuke down the tunnel.
| NT. M NE ENTRANCE
Deakins, Pritchett, Kelly and Johnson wait by the el evator.

PRI TCHETT
| can't wait to see howthis fits
I nto your plan.

Deaki ns' charm peels away for an instant and he fixes Pritchett
Wwth a stare. Pritchett shrinks back

| NT. PENTAGON S| TUATI ON ROOM

Baird, the Chairnman and the others are watching |arge TV
monitors. Creeley wal ks themthrough what they're | ooking at.

ON THE MONI TORS
A w de-view, bird' s-eye, thermal i|Inmage of rocky terrain.

CREELEY
This 1s the KH 12 satellite's
Infrared view of the area. An
exposed nucl ear core would be
relatively hot -- it'd show as a
circle of bright white. As you
can see, there's nothing. The
only heat signatures we found were
t hese.

The image changes. There are four blotches, glowing a dull red.

BAI RD
Wiat's --7?

CREELEY
W think it's Col onel Rhodes and
hi s nen. Thei r bodi es.

A | ook between Baird and t he Chairman. The Chairnan reaches for
a phone.

| NT. MCMURRAN CONTRCL CENTER
WIlkins is on the phone. Gles |ooks at him

W LKI NS
| understand, sir.

G LES
(whi spers)
Was | right?

Wl kins nods. Qles grins snmugly for about half a second, then
realizes what it really neans.
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G LES
Oh, shit.

W LKI NS
(I nto phone)
|'ve got ten ships ready to go
We shoul d be hearing from NEST any
m nut e now.

EXT. NEST HELI COPTER I N FLI GHT
Fl yi ng over Canyonl ands.
| NT. M NESHAFT ELEVATOR - DESCENDI NG

Deaki ns, Kelly and Johnson are in the elevator. Kelly holds a
smal | netal briefcase.

I NT. END OF M NE TUNNEL

Hal e and Terry have stopped at the end of a tunnel. Hale has
opened the guts of the nuke. He's pulling out a chip.

TERRY
How do you know how to do this?

HALE
Pilots who fly wth nucl ear
weapons have standing orders to ..
(quoting fromthe
manual )
"retrieve I f possible, disable
I f necessary and destroy if we
must, " and destroy | nust.

He stands, |ooks around. He sees..
EYEBOLTS
Screwed 1 nto the cross beaus on the ceiling.

HALE
| " m gonna need your belt and one
of your socks.

| NT. BOITOM OF ELEVATOR SHAFT

The el evator descends into view. Deakins, Kelly and Johnson get
out. They see the other nuke Iying there.

KELLY
Send it up?

DEAKI NS
(shakes head)
Let's take care of Hale first.
Spread out.
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I NT. END OF M NE TUNNEL

In one hand Hal e holds Terry's sock, filled with sand. H's
other hand grips the eyebolt. Terry is giving Hale a | og up,
strai ning under the weight.

TERRY
Take your tinme. Really.

Hal e has pushed the open end of the sock through the eyebolt. He
tightens a belt around the open end of the sock.

HALE
Ckay.

Terry lets Hale down. Hale picks up a big rock and | oops the
free end of the belt around it. Then he picks up a snaller rock.

CLOSE ON NUCLEAR WEAPON

One chip has been pulled out of a circuit board. Hale very
gingerly lays the small rock on top of the chip.

HALE
W nake a small hole in the sock
and when enough sand drains out --
and we're hopefully In New

Mexico -- the sock is pulled
t hrough the eyebolt, the rock
drops...

(re: smaller rock)
.. hitting the rock on this chip,
closing the firing circuit and
that's it.
Hal e finishes putting the small rock in position. He stands.

TERRY
How nmuch tine are we going to have?

HALE

| don't know precisely. This

Isn't a SW ss sock. Ten m nutes,

maybe - -
Hale is cut off by...
BULLETS
Flying in, ricocheting off the rock walls, fired by...
JOHNSON

Thirty yards down the tunnel.
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HALE AND TERRY

Dve to the ground. They pull pistols, start shooting.
THE SOCK

One of Johnson's bullets cuts through it.

HALE

Feel s sand hitting his face, | ooks up.

H S POV

Sand 1s draining out of the sock very fast.

HALE AND TERRY

Reaches up to grab the big rock, but Johnson sends a spray of
bullets in. Terry grabs Hale.

TERRY
Come on!

HALE
The sock --

More bullets. Terry pulls Hale. They run down a side passage.
Hal e and Terry fire back at Johnson as they run out of sight.

JOHNSON

Shoots after them then runs up to the weapon. He reaches for
the rock, stops -- maybe that'll set it off.

THE SOCK

The | ast sand pours out; the sock is sucked through the eye-bolt.
THE ROCK

Drops fast toward the nuke.

A HAND

Grabs it, stopping it just in tinme. The hand belongs to..
DEAKI NS

He | ooks at Johnson in disgust, exhales, and tosses the rock. He
pulls out a wal kie-talkie, clicks on, talks into it.
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DEAKI NS
W're at the end of tunnel three.
(clicks off; to
Johnson)
You two get this one set. "Il
t ake the other one up.

HALE AND TERRY
Runni ng al ong a tunnel .

TERRY
VWat do we do?

HALE
Beat 'em back to the el evator.
Stop "emfromgetting out.

Terry nods. They hurry off around a corner and are net by...
A FLURRY OF BULLETS

Fired by...

DEAKI NS

Wth his Uzi.

HALE AND TERRY

Run back down the side tunnel, bullets wnging off the rock al
around them shooting back. Hale starts shooting out the
1 ghts, plunging the tunnel iInto darkness.

DEAKI NS
Sl ows down.

DEAKI NS

The bit with the sock was good.
| Iike it. Still, |I'mgonna use
the the Field Expedient Tacti cal
Timer. It's alittle nore precise.

(beat)
See, Hale -- you aren't the only
one who's thought of setting off
a nuke in this mne.

BY THE NUKE

Kelly is there wwth Johnson. Kelly flips on a lanp on a
headstrap, giving himbetter Iight as he opens up the netal
briefcase he's been carrying.

| NSI DE THE BRI EFCASE

An el aborate electronic timer.
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| N THE TUNNELS
Deakins pulls out a fresh clip.

DEAKI NS
| need a denonstration. O herw se,
sonme sw ngi ng di ck i n Washi ngton
Is going to say | don't have the
balls or the ability to set off a

nucl ear weapon. |'m gonna show
t hese puppies |'mready, wlling
and able. Hell, |I'm eager.

Deakins jans in his clip, walks into the dark part of the tunnel.
HALE AND TERRY

In the dark, waiting to anmbush Deakins and then..

DEAKI NS

Opens fire -- but not at Hale and Terry -- at the cable al ong
the ceiling connecting the lights. The cable snaps and

el ectrical sparks shoot out, flooding the tunnel wth |ight,
show ng. . .

HALE AND TERRY

Suddenly exposed to Deakins' fire. The bullets whiz in.

DEAKI NS

The muzzle flashes fromhis Uzi give away his position and Hal e
and Terry's bullets screamin at him He backs around a corner.

HALE AND TERRY

Take cover. |It's a stand-off.
DEAKI NS
Well, Hale, | better be going.
Look at it this way, partner. |If

you wanted to get closer to Cod,
you are about to get your w sh.

Hal e hears Deakins' footsteps start off.

HALE
You' re gonna ransom Salt Lake
Gty, aren't you?

The footsteps stop.

DEAKI NS
What nmakes you think that?
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HALE
That's where St. Judes Hospital
Is. You' re gonna hide the nukes
near the radi ol ogy departnent so
they won't show up an any
satellite radi ation scans.

DEAKI NS

"' minpressed.
HALE

How much are you gonna ask for?
DEAKI NS

Enough. 1've got a broker in

St ockhol m Monday norning he's
going to buy ne five percent of
Vol vo. For the rest of ny days
l"mgoing to live off the

di vi dends, happy in the know edge
|"mhelping to build the safest
car in the world.

HALE
So that's it? You' re just doing
"this for the noney? |'mkind of
di sappoi nt ed.
DEAKI NS
Wiy woul d you do it, Hale?
HALE
That's the thing -- | wouldn't.
DEAKI NS

If you were ne.

HALE
If I were you...?

(thinks, starts in)
Because ... because | got passed
over for pronotion and goddammi t
"' mgoing to show t he bastards
that |"'msmarter than themall.

(getting angry)

Because ... everyone's selling out

and cashing in, so why not ne?
(angrier)

Because ... because ny ex-w fe was

sl eepi ng around. Because ny
parents abused me. Because | ate
some sugar.

(nor e)
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HALE (cont'd)

(furious)
Because | don't |ike Mondays.

(takes a breath,

grins)
It's all bullshit, Deak. There
are no reasons. Not really.
There's no difference between you
and the guy who shoots up the
schoolyard with an M16. You both
t hi nk you have reasons. You both
think you were wonged. The
truth? You're both just fucked in
t he head.

DEAKI NS’ FACE
Gim evil -- fades into darkness as he turns and wal ks off.
HALE AND TERRY

They hear footsteps, receding. Hale bolts out of their hiding
spot. Terry follows.

| NT. BOITOM OF ELEVATOR SHAFT

Deakins gets to the elevator, drags the other nuke in, shuts the
gate and starts up.

I NT. END OF TUNNEL

Kelly finishes keying in nunbers into the nuke tinmer. An anber
1 ght cones on and...

THE TI MER

Starts ticking down fromton m nutes.
KELLY AND JOHNSON

Grab their guns and run.

| NT. M NESHAFT ENTRANCE

The el evator cones up. Deakins drags out the nuke, hits the
DOM button, shuts the gate. The el evator descends.

DEAKI NS
M. Pritchett!

| NT. BOTTOM OF ELEVATOR SHAFT
Hal e and Terry are waiting for the elevator to cone down when..
KELLY AND JOHNSON

Run in. A half-second of surprise is broken when..
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THE ELEVATOR

Conmes down.

HALE AND TERRY

Make a nove toward the el evator, but...

KELLY AND JOHNSON

Unload wth their Uzis.

HALE AND TERRY

Back around a corner, side by side, shooting their pistols.
JOHNSON

| s shot, drops.

KELLY

Grabs Johnson's Uzi and, firing both guns, backs to the

el evator, kicks open the gate wwth his foot and gets inside. He
hits the UP button with the butt of one of the guns and the
el evator starts to rise.

HALE AND TERRY

Step out of the tunnel and fire on the clinbing el evator.

| NSERT - ECU NUKE TI MER

Seven m nutes and counti ng.

| NT. M NESHAFT ENTRANCE

Deakins and Pritchett get the nuke into the back of the Hunvee.

| NT. BOITOM OF ELEVATOR SHAFT

TERRY
We can go back, try to shut it
down.

HALE

W don't know the code, and Deak'd
have it wired to blowif we so
much as look at it funny.

TERRY
Then we're. ..

Hal e | ooks at her.
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HALE
|"msorry. | shouldn't've let you
cone.

TERRY
Oh, Cod.

Hal e takes Terry in his arns, holds her.

TERRY
| ... | just hope sonmeone
remenbers to feed ny dog.

Hal e nods, hugs Terry. Terry starts to say sonething el se, but
Hal e puts a finger to his lips -- he's heard sonething -- a
di stant rushi ng.

HALE
Come on.

Hal e pulls Terry, running, down the far tunnel.

TERRY
What're you --7?

HALE

You said they shut down the m ne

when they hit an underground river.
| NT. M NESHAFT ENTRANCE
Deakins slans the tailgate on the Hunvee shut. Fromthe
di stance, he and Pritchett hear the whunp-whunp-whunp of a
hel i copter. Deakins notions Pritchett to stay.
EXT. M NE ENTRANCE
Deaki ns cones out, | ooks up, sees..
THE NEST HELI COPTER
Comng toward him two mles away.
| NT. NEST HELI COPTER
Hunt sees sonet hing, points.

HUNT
Ten o' clock! In the clearing!

H S POV

The bl ackened Hunmvee and Deakins by the m ne entrance.
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I NT. M NE TUNNEL

Hal e and Terry run up. The tunnel cones to an end at a big
hole. The rushing sound cones from the hole. They step up
to the edge and | ook down.

THEI R POV
Dark water rushes by ten feet below them

HALE
Any idea where it goes?

TERRY
No.

They | ook at each other. They don't have any choice. They
flick on their flashlights and junp. They-hit the water and are
swept fromview.

| NT. M NESHAFT ENTRANCE
Deakins enters, notions for Pritchett to get into the Hunvee.

DEAKI NS
GCet in. W're |eaving.

PRI TCHETT
(re: Kelly and
Johnson)
Aren't you going to wait for thenf

DEAKI NS
No time. And if they get out,
they mght talk. Fortunately,
there's sonmething wong wth the
el evat or.

Deaki ns opens fire wwth his Uzi on the generator. Sparks fly
and the thing shuts down.

| NT. ELEVATOR
Kelly 1s jarred when the elevator stops and the lights dim
EXT. M NE ENTRANCE

Deakins and Pritchett drive out of the mne in the Hunvee.
Deaki ns punches the trip odoneter, setting it to zeroes.

| NT. ELEVATOR
Kelly swtches on his headl anp.

KELLY
Wong person to screw wth, Deak.
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He pulls open the gate and clinbs down.
THE ELEVATOR SHAFT
Kelly sw ngs under the elevator.

KELLY
| know t he goddamm code, asshol e.

He grabs the cable trailing off below the elevator and starts
sliding dowmn it into the darkness.

| NSERT - ECU NUKE Tl MER
Two m nutes and counti ng.
| NT. THE UNDERGROUND RI VER

Hal e and Terry are being sucked al ong through the fast,
turbulent water. Their flashlights show ..

STALACTI TES

Jutting down |1 ke knives, ready-to rip then open.

HALE AND TERRY

Dodge them push off, duck under. And then they notice that...
THE CEIl LI NG

s getting lower, getting closer to the surface of the water.
They' re running out of breathing room Three feet, two feet,
one foot. They take big breaths, nmaybe their |ast, and
they're...

UNDERWATER

Tunbling along, pulled at by the eddies, flashlights show ng
their faces -- they are running out of air. And then, there's
1 ght above themin the water.

HALE AND TERRY

Lungs bursting, they start Kkicking up.

EXT. COLORADO RI VER

Terry and Hale cone to the surface, coughing, sucking in air.
EXT. 4WD TRAI L/ I NT. HUWEE

Deakins drives fast along the 4WD trail, glancing in his
sideview mrror at...
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THE NEST HELI COPTER

G osing in on him

PRI TCHETT

I's holding on tight as Deakins drives wldly.
PRI TCHETT

| think I've finally figured out
your plan. Those guys in the

hel i copter are going to kill us,
but we're going to rise fromthe
dead and

DEAKI NS

Very suddenly and very violently |lashes out. The side of his
hand hits Pritchett in the throat.

PRI TCHETT

Gags silently, suddenly unable to get any air. He pulls at his
throat, even pounds hinself in the back of the neck. No go. He
slowy slunps, dying, skin turning blue.

DEAKI NS
Maybe now you'll shut up.

| NT. M NE TUNNEL

Kelly i1s running as fast as he can, headlanp lighting the way.
| NSERT - ECU NUKE TI MER

Thirty seconds and counti ng.

EXT. COLORADO RI VER

Hal e and Terry are swmm ng toward the bank.

EXT. 4WD TRAI L

Deakins barrels along in the Humvee, the NEST helicopter getting
cl oser behind him

I N THE HUWEE

Deaki ns has a thought and | ooks over at Pritchett, dead, held up
by the seatbelt.

DEAKI NS
| just realized |'ve never killed
anyone before. | nean, | dropped
bonmbs on Baghdad, but never face

to face.
(nore)
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DEAKI NS (cont' d)
(thinks about it,
shrugs)
| don't know what the big deal 1is.

| NT. M NE - END OF TUNNEL
ECU NUKE TI MER
El ght een seconds left.
KELLY
Runs up, starts entering nunbers into the tinmer keypad.
| NT. / EXT. NEST HELI COPTER

The NEST helicopter closes fast on Deakins. They are a couple
hundred feet above him a quarter m |l e back.

HUNT
Let him know we're herel

EXT. 4WD TRAI L

A line of bullets kicks up dust in front of Deakins' Hunvee.
I NT. HUMVEE

Deaki ns | ooks at. ..

THE TRI P ODOVETER

It clicks over from2.9 to 3.0 mles.

DEAKI NS

Gins, steps on the brakes.

EXT. 4WD TRAI L

The Humvee stops and Deakins gets out, arms above his head.
THE NEST HELI COPTER

A hundred feet I1n the air, slowy comng in toward Deaki ns.
I NT. M NE - END OF TUNNEL

ECU NUKE TI MER

El even, ten, nine..

KELLY

Punches in the last two nunbers of the code then ENTER
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ECU NUKE TI MER

It stops wth seven seconds left. The anber Iight goes off and
the red |ight conmes on

KELLY
Sits back on the floor, takes a breath.
EXT. 4WD TRAI L

Deakins Is watching the helicopter. Strangely, he is grinning.
Then the canera CLOSES IN fast on...

DEAKI NS' HAND

He's holding a small black box. He presses a button and..
I NT. M NE - END OF TUNNEL

Kelly hears a click. He |ooks over at...

THE TI MER

The red |1 ght goes out. The anber |ight cones on. A splitsecond
later, the green |Iight cones on

KELLY
Oh shit.

The screen goes white.

EXT. 4WD TRAIL

DEAKI NS
Watching the helicopter, listening to Hunt over the | oudspeaker.
HUNT (V. Q)
Do not nove or you wll be fired --
THE GROUND

R ses up beneat h Deaki ns.
H GH ANGLE - W DE SHOT

The ripples of the shockwave shoot out fromthe m ne, shaking
dust and dirt into the air with an incredi ble, deafening roar.

DEAKI NS AMD THE HUWEE

Fly ten feet into the air.
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| NT. NEST HELI COPTER

There's a roar of static over everyone's headphones and then
every light, every piece of electronic equipnent shuts down.

HUNT
No. ..

They pl unmet .
EXT. COLORADO RI VER Rl VER BANK

Terry and Hale are pulling thensel ves out of the water when the
shockwave hits, knocking themoff their feet.

I NT. MCMURRAN CONTRCOL ROOM

W1l kins and Gl es hear the sudden runble and then the shockwave
hits, knocking stuff off desks, sw nging |anps.

EXT. 4WD TRAIL
Deaki ns and the Hunmvee land. |In the b.g...
THE NEST HELI COPTER

Drops out of sight behind a rock formation. There's an
expl osion and a ball of fire shoots up.

EXT. COLORADO RI VER - RI VER BANK
Terry 1 ooks over at Hale -- holy shit.
I NT. MCMURRAN CONTROL ROOM

The |l anps are still sw nging.

G LES
That's all we need. A goddam
eart hquake.

W LKI NS
Son, | was at the Nevada Test site
in the fifties. That wasn't an
eart hquake.

EXT. 4WD TRAIL
Deaki ns picks hinsel f up.
DEAKI NS
(to hinself)
At least | know they worKk.
| NT. MCMURRAN CONTRCL ROOM

W1 kins grabs a phone. Gles Is pacing, freaked.
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W LKI NS
(I nto phone)
Get nme the Room

G LES
| have to get out of here.
W LKI NS
You're going to be fine. It was

under gr ound.

(I nto phone)
Col onel W1 kins for General
Cr eel ey.

4G LES
How do you know?

W LKI NS
For one thing, 1f It was above
ground, 1t wouldn't have caused
the sanme kind of ground trenor.
For another, if 1t was above
ground, we'd all be blind and

dyi ng.
(I nto phone)
Sir, we've just had a detonation.

| NT. PENTAGON -- SI TUATI ON ROOM
Bedl am People yelling. The Chairman i s huddling wth Baird.

BAI RD
How d t hat happen?

CHAI RVAN
| don't know, but thank God it
happened under gr ound.

BAlI RD
VWhat do we do now?

CHAI RVAN
First thing we do is put a huge
goddamm |id on this thing. Wth
all due respect to your boy Gles
and his belief Iin honesty as the
best policy, fromnow on and until
the end of tinme, what happened in
Ut ah tonight was an earthquake.
Al right?

Bai rd nods.
EXT. 4WD TRAI L

The Hunmvee races along the trail.
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I N THE HUWEE

Deaki ns and the dead Pritchett notor along. Deakins turns to
Pritchett as if Pritchett had just asked hima question.

DEAKI NS
The helicopter? It was hit by
EMP. Electromagnetic pulse. It's

rel eased in a nucl ear detonation.
It w pes out anything electronic
for mles. That"s another reason
| wanted to set off a nuke. |
knew it'd bring down any
hel i copters comng for us. [It'll
al so shut down all radio
communi cations for a few hours,
which will severely screw up their
response.

(grins)
You see, M. Pritchett? There
really 1s nothing for you to worry
about .

Pritchett's body seens to nod fromthe notion of the Hunvee.
EXT. COLORADO RI VER - RI VER BANK

BUTTERFLI ES

Hover and dance over the water in the early norning |ight.
HALE

Hal e has his shirt off and is winging it out.

TERRY (O S.)
Goddam i t!

He turns to see Terry trying to undo her buttons but unable to
her fingers are too nunb.

TERRY
Stupid buttons. | hate these
shirts. They're ugly and stupid
and --
Terry suddenly starts crying. It's not the shirt she's upset
about. Hale holds her.
HALE
It's okay.
TERRY
W just ... | nean, we alnost...
HALE

| know.
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TERRY
A nucl ear bonmb went off.
HALE
That 1t did.
TERRY
Are we...?
HALE
Look.
(points at

butterflies)
If the butterflies are okay, then

we'll be okay.
TERRY
Real I 'y?
HALE
Absol utely. It says so in the
manual . "If you see butterflies

after a detonation, you are fine."

Terry looks at Hale. She knows he's bullshitting her, but she
appreciates it. They |Iook at each other. They could kiss ..
but they both shy away fromit. Terry gets her shirt off.

HALE
We better get noving. W mght be
abl e to reach Deaki ns when he gets
to the river.

They start off along a trail by the river.

HALE
Sonething |'ve been neaning to ask.
(Terry looks at him
How di d soneone |ike you end up
wth a gun?

TERRY
| hit a bankrobber wth a frozen
chi cken.

HALE
Excuse ne?

TERRY
| canme out here one summer during
college. It was the canpaign to
stop the damin the G and Canyon
| loved it here. | canme back
worked as a river guide and
eventual ly stayed year-round. \Wen
a Park Ranger job cane open, |
appl i ed.
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HALE
l"mstill waiting for the chicken.

TERRY
The | ocal Parks Departnent wasn't
sure how|l'd do wth the | aw
enf orcenent part of the job. Wll,
one night | was com ng hone from
the store and Tomry Drewson part
of the local brain trust was
robbing old Bob Kearney in front
of the ATM | bear old Bob
yelling and | see Tommy headi ng
for his car, so | tossed a bag of
groceries at himat thirty mles
an hour. A frozen chicken in the
bag hit himin the forehead and he
dropped |Ii1 ke a rock. Next thing
| know, |I'm a Ranger.

Hal e | ooks at Terry wth a new appreciation.
EXT. 4WD TRAI L

Deakins pilots the Hunvee along the trail.
EXT. COLORADO RI VER - RI VERBANK TRAI L

Hal e and Terry are crouchi ng behind a rock, | ooking down.

THEI R POV
A zodiac raft has been pulled up on the river bank. A man wth
an Uzi -- SHEPPARD -- waits, duffel bag by his feet.

TERRY

GCet nme a frozen Zacky's fryer and
he's a dead nman.

There's the sound of an approachi ng engine. Sheppard stands,
gun ready. The engine stops. A few seconds |ater...

DEAKI NS
Appear s, wal ki ng down a footpath toward Sheppard.

SHEPPARD
Where is everyone?

DEAKI NS
| am everyone. Let's go.

Sheppard hurries to Deakins. They disappear up the footpath.
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HALE AND TERRY

HALE
Shit.

TERRY
VWhat ?

HALE

W're the only ones who know
what's going on, and | don't have
the faintest 1dea how we're gonna

stop them
TERRY

You' Il think of sonething.
HALE

Wiy do you say that?

TERRY
You have so far.

Hal e | ooks at Terry -- she's right. But it alnopst pisses him
off nmore than it gives himconfidence. He grunbles to hinself
and starts off down toward the raft.

TERRY
Sink 1t?

HALE
Steal it.

They get down to the raft. They clinb in. Hale grabs the
engine throttle, slunps.

HALE
Keys.

Hal e | ooks around, spots Sheppard's duffel bag Iying on the
riverbank. He hops out and starts rummgi ng through it when

t hey hear grunting and feet approachi ng.

Hal e | ooks around for a place to hide. There isn't any. Terry
tries to get out of the raft, but she trips on a tarpaulin
bunched on the bottom of the raft. she drops.

W TH DEAKI NS AND SHEPPARD

Com ng down a path, lugging the |ast renalning nuke.

THEI R POV

O the raft. Hale and Terry are nowhere to be seen.
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HALE

Is alone, in the water, on the far side of the raft, very
silent. He hears Deakins and Sheppard | oad the nuke into the
raft.

SHEPPARD (O S.)
Wiy were you driving around wth
a dead guy?
DEAKINS (O S.)
Because | Ii1ke him He doesn't
ask a | ot of annoying questions.
Al right?
A few seconds later the engine starts up. Hale ducks down under
water as the raft takes off over him He surfaces to watch the
raft zoomng off into the distance. He is very worri ed.
ON THE RAFT - MOVI NG

The nuke is on a pallet in the mddle of the raft. Sheppard
pilots the raft. Deakins |ooks around, sees what he wants.

A TARP

Is Iying on the deck of the raft along one side, all bunched up.
It'd be the kind of thing you' d hide under.

DEAKI NS

Grabs the tarp and pulls.

UNDER THE TARP

There's no one there.

DEAKI NS

Throws the tarp over the nuke. As he does, we PAN OVER to...
A LONG CRATE MARKED "LI FE JACKETS"

Strapped to one of the side pontoons. A snmall triangle of cloth
Is sticking out frominside the crate -- like the corner of a
shirt. |[It's quickly pulled out of sight fromwthin.

BACK ON THE RI VERBANK

Hal e clinbs out of the water and | ooks around, not know ng quite
what to do.

EXT. LAKE POAELL - TRANSFER PO NT
The zodiac boat is on the shore. Sheppard and four man -- cal

themthe GUNMEN -- are hauling the nuke to the truck. Deakins
wal ks wth another man -- MAX, 50s. Max checks his watch.
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MAX
Your friends in Washi ngton should
be getting the package about now.

DEAKI NS
Il wish | could see their faces.

| NT. PENTAGON - SI TUATI ON ROOM

Baird, the Chairman, Creeley and the others are all staring
sl ack-jawed at a TV screen.

ON THE TV
Cancorder shot of Deakins against a black backdrop.

DEAKI NS
... two-hundred-and-fifty mllion
dollars, by nine a.m Uah tine.
The depositing instructions are in
t he envel ope that cane with this
tape. This deadline is not
negotiable, and there is no grace
period. The device is on a tiner.
Shortly after you receive this,
the tiner wll be activated. At

nine am, | wll make a call. |If
| find out you' ve done as you've
been told, | wll stop the tiner.

I f you have not conplied --
The screen suddenly cuts to a flurry of inmages of nuclear
destruction -- buildings being knocked sideways, nushroom
cl ouds, shockwaves, fires.

CHAI RVAN
Turn that off!

EXT. LAKE POWELL
Hal e runs al ong the shoreline, headed for..
A MARI NA

Wher e houseboats are rented out. Hale's eyes focus on a sign
wth a picture of a phone on it.

EXT. LAKE PONELL - TRANSFER PO NT

The back gate of the truck is shut fromthe inside. The truck
starts up and runbles off, slowy at first.

TERRY
Junps up fromthe raft and runs after the truck, staying right

behi nd. She grabs a handhol d and pulls herself up. She hol ds
on tight as the truck bounces off down the dirt road.
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| NT. PENTAGON S| TUATI ON ROOM

75.

Loud voices and crosstalk. Baird is on the phone, noddi ng.

BAI RD
Yes, sir.

Creel ey's phone rings. He answers it.

CREELEY
Cr eel ey.

BAlI RD
(covers phone; to
Chai r man)
The President wants to know if we
know where the device is headed.

CHAI RVAN
| f Deakins had a plane waiting, It
could be anywhere. W just don't
know.

CREELEY
| do.
(all eyes on him
Major Hale 1s alive. According to
hi m Col onel Deakins is headed for
Salt Lake Gty.

EXT. LAKE PONELL - MARI NA

Arny helicopters are | anding near the mari na.
down. One has TROOPS standi ng outside of it.

HALE, W LKINS AND G LES
Are wal king toward the second helicopter.

W LKI NS
W found the raft on the other
side of the |lake. Tracks froma
heavy truck ran out when they hit
t he paved road.

HALE
If we get a rad scanner we can
track them

A brief | ook between WIlkins and G | es.

W LKI NS
Actual ly, Major, we're going back
to McMurr an.

HALE

VWhat ?

Two are already
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4G LES
We'd just like to ask you a few
quest i ons.

HALE

"' mnot wasting tinme answering
questions. W've got --

W LKI NS
No debate, Mpjor. | was given
orders. Now, you can cone wth us,
or you can go wth them

W1 ki ns nods over at the other helicopter. The troops standing
In front of 1t are MPs. Hale |ooks at WIKkins, astounded.

EXT. /I NT. WLKINS HELI COPTER - | N FLI GHT

WIlkins is up front with the pilot. Hale and Gles are in back
All wear headsets. Hale is yelling at WIKins.

HALE
Deakins thinks |I'm dead. He
thinks it's over. You've got to
let me go after him | can help.
| know how his m nd works.

W LKI NS
Major, | know this is personal for
you, but | think we can handle it.
We're putting a wall of nen and
machi nes around Salt Lake Cty as
we speak. That truck iIs not
getting through.

I NT. TRUCK
CLOSE ON THE NUCLEAR WEAPON

Dusty slices of light cone through the truck's slatted walls.
The nucl ear weapon 1s |ashed to a hammock, straps running off to
D-rings on the sides. Max Is hooking up an electronic tiner.

I NT. W LKINS HELI COPTER

HALE
What about the Ranger?

G LES
What about her?

HALE
When you find that truck, you'l
hit it hard. Chances are she'l
be Killed in the crossfire.
"Regrettabl e but unavoi dable.”
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Gles and WIkins share a ook -- Hale is right.

HALE
Look, she's not supposed to be
there. She shoul d be checking
canping permts, finding |ost
kids. She...
(beat)
She saved ny life.

Gles wants to help. So does WIKins, but..

W LKI NS
W were ordered to take you back
to McMiurran. You understand what
orders are, don't you, MNajor?

Wl kins turns away. Hale sits back, mnd racing, not know ng
what to do. He quickly grabs a pistol fromthe helicopter's
weapons rack and puts it to WIKkin's neck.

W LKI NS
Maj or, put that away or say
goodbye to your career and hello
to twenty years in Leavenworth

HALE

If that's what it takes.
W LKI NS

You'll have to shoot ne.

Hal e thinks, but there's no way he can do that. He lowers the
gun, sits back

Gles gets Hale's attention, then points to his own head. Hale
doesn't understand, so G les grabs Hale's gunhand and puts the
gun up to his head.

G LES
Col onel ! How about this?

W 1 ki ns | ooks back, sees Hale holding the gun to Gles' head.
HALE

(bad acting)
| swear to God I|'1l1

shoot .

W1 kins grins.

I NT. TRUCK

Max finishes hooking up the tiner. He |ooks at Deakins.

MAX
Ready when you are.
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DEAKI NS
VWait until | get back. [|'m going
to check on Sheppard.

Deaki ns goes to a | adder that |eads up to the ceiling.
| NT. WLKIN S HELI COPTER

Hal e I's | ooking back and forth between what he sees out the
W ndow and the map on his | ap.

W LKI NS
| don't know what you're | ooking
for, Major. Every road between
here and salt Lake has already
been seal ed.

HALE
Deak woul d know that. Maybe he's
not on the road.

W I ki ns doesn't under st and.
HALE
They were using maps like these to
set up the roadbl ocks?

W LKI NS
Yes...?

HALE
Then that's the answer.

W1 ki ns doesn't understand. Hale points outside, down at...
TRAI N TRACKS
On the ground. Od ones, half-covered by weeds.
HALE
It's an old spur. Probably hasn't

been used in twenty years. Nobody
bothered to put it on the new nmaps.

W LKI NS
What are you --7
HALE
The nuke isn't in a truck,
Colonel. It's on a train.
EXT. TRAIN
A freight train -- engine, a car carrier (carrying a | oad of

Toyot as), several boxcars and a caboose. A hatch opens up an
the roof of one of the boxcars near the tail of the train and..
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DEAKI NS

A1 nbs out and we di scover that indeed they are not in a truck,
they're in a train. The "nuke boxcar" has a snall satellite
di sh nounted on the roof.

THE FOUR GUNVEN

Are Iin position at points along the train, ready wth Uzis.
I NT. WLKINS HELI COPTER

W1 ki ns hangs up the radi o m ke.

W LKI NS
Radio's still down. W'II|l head
north, look for a phone, then | ook
for a train.

Gles nods. Hale is thinking. WIlkins starts to tell the pilot.

HALE
No. Go sout h.

G LES
Salt Lake is north.

HALE
He's not going to Salt Lake.

4G LES
But you said it would be Salt
Lake. You found that hospital tag.

HALE
He planted that. He wanted
whoever found it to think that's
where he was gol ng.
(Shakes head)
He' s been doing a rope-a-dope.

Gles and Wlkins look at himlike he's nuts.

HALE
It's a boxing term \Wien Al --
Look, | know this guy. |If
everythi ng has been saying he's
headi ng north, then he's headi ng
sout h.

They look at him then WIKkins grabs the nmap.

W LKI NS
What's south of here?
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ECU VAP

W1 kins' finger follows the train Iine on the map. It goes
right into Las Vegas.

HALE
No. Not Vegas. Wiat the hell is
there to blow up in Vegas?

W1 kins' finger keeps noving on the nap.

d LES
The President.

W1 kins' finger stops.
EXT. TRAIN

Deaki ns junps the gap between two boxcars and wal ks on. W
ANGLE DOMWN to reveal ...

TERRY
Crouchi ng down between the two cars.
I NT. TRAIN ENG NE - DRI VER S COVPARTMENT

Sheppard is working wth a torch, welding the brake and
accelerator controls. Deakins enters. Sheppard turns the torch
down. Deakins lights a cigarette off it.

DEAKI NS
How much | onger ?

SHEPPARD
Al nost done.

I NT. TRAI'N ENG NE ENG NE AREA

Behind the driver's conpartnent is the engine itself, wth
wal kways al ong either side.

TERRY

Creeps-up to one of the doors that lead into the driver's
conpartnent. She hears...

SHEPPARD (O S.)
How | ong until the helicopter gets
here?

I NT. DRI VER S COMPARTMENT
DEAKI NS

Fi ve m nut es. W'l | eave from
t he boxcar roof.
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Deakins turns to go.

I NT. TRAIN ENG NE - ENG NE AREA

Deaki ns opens the door and strides al ong beside the engine.
TERRY

I's hiding on the other side of the engine, very quiet and still.
As Deaki ns goes out the back door of the engine, Terry follows.

EXT. TRAIN - BETWEEN ENG NE AND BOXCAR

Terry conmes out the door and is about to step across to the
| adder on the boxcar when we PULL BACK to reveal. ..

DEAKI NS
As he puts a gun to the back of Terry's head.
EXT. GAS STATI ON AND M NI - NART

A RANCHER cones out of the mni-mart wwth a cup of coffee and
heads for his old pickup truck. He starts to open his door when
he hears, incongruously, whunp-whunp-whunp. He |ooks up as..

W LKI NS HELI COPTER

Comes in, gets about three feet off the ground and G| es junps
out. As Gles runs to a payphone, the helicopter pulls up and
flies away, |eaving the Rancher agog.

I NT. NUKE BOXCAR

Terry cones down the |adder fromthe hatch, followed by Deakins
wth a gun.

DEAKI NS
Terry, Max. Max, Terry.

MAX
(to Terry)
A pl easure.
(t o Deaki ns)
What the hell I1s a "Terry" and why
Is it still live?

DEAKI NS
She asked ne how | thought | was
going to get away wth this and |
thought |I'd tell her.

(to Terry)

We're going to a cabin in the
nmount ai ns, not far from here. \Wen
we get there |I'm gonna nake two
phone calls.

(nore)
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DEAKI NS (cont' d)

The first is to the Pentagon. |'m
gonna tell themwhere the train
I S.

(grins)

See, all their forces are up at
Salt Lake by now. By the tine
they could get a F-15 down here
the train will be on the outskirts

of Vegas. And I'lIl remnd them
about the inpact trigger -- if
they hit this train hard, the
nuke' 'l bl ow.

(shakes head)
They won't have any choi ce.
They'll have to let the train get
Into the city and because of that,
they'll have to pay.

TERRY
You said two phone calls.

DEAKI NS

The second wll be to ny bank in
Ceneva. |f the noney's in ny
account, | use this...

(pul'ls out what | ooks

1 ke a nodified cell-

phone)

and shut down the tiner. |If

not, we sit back, put on sone
shades and get a quick tan.

TERRY
But -- radio isn't worKking.

DEAKI NS
You saw the dish on the roof?
M crowave. It's not affected by
EMP. See? | really have thought
of everything.

MAX
You kept her alive just sOo you can
I npress her with how smart you are?

DEAKI NS
(to Max)

No, | Kkept her alive because |
want her to do ne a favor. See,
If sonmething goes wong and this
thing goes off, a half a mllion
peopl e are going to be vapori zed.
| don't want that on ny
conscience. So |I'mnot going to
armthe nuke.

(nore)
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DEAKI NS (cont'd)
(puts gun to Terry's
head)
She i s.

| NT. PENTAGON S| TUATI ON ROOM

The roomis silent. Everyone is |ooking at video nonitors
show ng a nmap of Las Vegas. They are listening to a nervous
ASSI STANT as he uses a telestrator to diagramthe bl ast effects.

Al R FORCE ASSI STANT
Starting at ground zero and novi ng
out, we have, Iin terns of
I medi ate effect, one hundred
percent fatalities to thirty
mles. N nety percent fromthirty
to forty mles, dropping roughly
ten percent for every-ten mles
after that. The long term --

CHAI RVAN
(cut to the chase)
Son?

Al R FORCE ASSI STANT
(1 ooks up, seared)
Two hundred and fifty thousand in
the first few seconds. The sane
agaln wthin a year.

BAlI RD

(It sinks in)
Good God.

I NT. NUKE BOXCAR

Terry 1s shaking, tears in her eyes, as she slowy-enters the
nunbers Deakins tells her to in the nuke tinmer keypad.

DEAKI NS
Nine ... Then pound ... Good. Now
Si X ...

ECU TERRY' S EYES

Filled wmth tears. She blinks and..

QUI CK CUTS

Terry has visions of RETIREES in Vegas, watering potted plants
outside their notor hone, of TEENACGERS raggi ng on each other as
they wal k to school, of CH LDREN in a playground.

DEAKI NS
Seven ... Star ... One...
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And Terry shaki ngly pushing each button and then...

The 1 mages of the retirees, the teenagers and the children each
bl each out to white, fast, as if hit by a nucl ear bl ast.

DEAKI NS
Then ENTER and it's done.

TERRY

Her finger hovers over the ENTER button, al nost pushes it, then
shifts to CANCEL and pushes that.

ECU NUKE TI MER
The di spl ay goes bl ank.
DEAKI NS
Stunned. He shakes his head.
DEAKI NS
Ooh. You really shouldn't have
done that. | said | would kill
you, and I wll.
TERRY

"' m gonna be dead either way. |
don't want any part of this.

Deaki ns shrugs -- he sees her logic. He puts his gun to Terry's
head. Terry shuts her eyes.
DEAKI NS
N ght - ni ght .

Deakins I1s about to pull the trigger when Max stops him Max
gestures -- listen. They hear a helicopter approaching. Mx
checks his watch

DEAKI NS
They're early.

Just then, they hear gunfire. Mx gives Deakins a | ook.

DEAKI NS
It'"s not a problem Set the
tinmer, then kill her. Have fun

wthit.
Deakins starts clinbing up the |adder to the hatch.
EXT. TRAIN

The GUNMAN at the caboose is firing on WIkins's helicopter,
hangi ng a hundred yards off the back of the train.
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I NT. NUKE BOXCAR

Max holds a pistol on Terry wth one hand while he quickly sets
the tinmer wth the other.

TERRY' S HAND

Rests on Max's tool tray. Her fingers creep over to a vrench.
MAX

Presses ENTER and finishes setting the tiner.

MAX
Ther e.

TERRY AND MAX

Terry swngs hard and fast wwth the wench, knocking the gun out
of Max's hand. Max spins, and when Terry sw ngs at hi m agai n.
Max ki cks the wench out of her hand, then steps up fast and
hits Terry under the chin wth the heel of his hand. She drops
strai ght back

MAX
Thought | was just friendly old
Max, huh? Lady, | was a Navy SEAL.
You should see what | can do wth
just ny thunb.

Max goes for his gun.

TERRY' S HAND

Grabs onto sonething. [It's the wench.
TERRY AND MAX

As Max turns back wth the gun, Terry heaves the wench. It
hits Max square in the forehead. He drops Iike a rock.

TERRY
Yeah? Well, you shoul d see what
| can do wth just a chicken

EXT. TRAIN - CABOCSE

Deakins joins his man on top of the caboose, firing on WIKins,
hel i copter.

| NT. HELI COPTER
Wl kins and Hale are returning fire. Hale points at Deakins.

HALE
That's him
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W LKI NS
(to pilot)
Get him

Pl LOT
They' ve got guns!

W LKI NS
You' ve got a helicopter. Use it!

EXT. TRAIN

Deaki ns and the gunman keep firing on the helicopter as..
THE HELI COPTER

Conmes swoopi ng I n.

DEAKI NS

Sees what's going to happen and turns and runs as...

THE HELI COPTER

Drops down beside the train. The rotor blades whip about three
feet over the train roof and the pilot starts forward.

DEAKI NS AND THE GUNVAN

Run fromthe bl ades as fast as they can.
THE HELI COPTER

Cl oses fast.

DEAKI NS AND THE GUNVAN

Junp fromcar to car. The gunman passes Deakins. Just when the
hel i copter bl ades are about to catch up to Deakins..

DEAKI NS

Junps down between two boxcars and the rotor bl ades go right
over his head. Deakins hears an awful sound and a scream cut
short.

HELI COPTER POV

Swoopi ng fast over the train when suddenly...

TERRY

Pops up out of the hatch, her back to the helicopter.

HALE (O S.)
Pul I up!
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THE HELI COPTER

Pulls up fast.

TERRY

Wat ches the helicopter bank away. Bullets-start whizzing by her.
DEAKI NS

Has clinmbed up and is shooting at her.

TERRY

Runs away from Deakins, shooting Max's pistol behind her blindly.
TWO GUNMEN

Appear two cars ahead of Terry and start toward her, shooting.
TERRY

| s caught between Deakins and the gunnen with no way out when..
THE HELI COPTER

Cones along the length of the train, flying low It rises up
and there's...

HALE

Hangi ng fromthe helicopter on a cable hooked to a harness and
he's firing a pistol, shooting right over Terry at...

THE FI RST GUNVAN

He's hit, falls off the train
THE SECOND GUNVAN

Alnms at Terry and starts firing.
TERRY

The bullets rip up the boxcar roof around her. She junps up and
grabs onto...

HALE
As he swngs in on the cable, shooting his pistol.
HALE AND TERRY

Are lifted up and over...
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THE SECOND GUNVAN

Who turns, firing a shotgun. Hale's bullets find him He falls.
SHEPPARD

Appears, firing an Uzi at Hale, Terry and the helicopter.

I N THE HELI COPTER

Bullets rip through. WIlkins is hit, knocked back.

THE CABLE HOLDI NG HALE AND TERRY

| s severed by one of Sheppard's bullets.

HALE AND TERRY

Drop ten feet to the roof of a boxcar. Hale shoots as they fall.
SHEPPARD

s hit and drops.

THE HELI COPTER

Banks away fast, nmaking ugly sounds, snoke billow ng out. The
engi ne cuts out and the helicopter drops to a hard | andi ng

besi de the tracks.

HALE AND TERRY

Watch the helicopter land as the train rolls on. They |ook at
each ot her.

TERRY
You stop the nuke. |'ll stop the
train.
Hal e nods. Terry starts forward, then turns.
TERRY
I'd yell at you for comng after
me, but you did just save ny life.

Hal e grins. They hear a helicopter in the distance. They | ook
over to see...

A RED CROSS HELI COPTER
Comng i n fast.
HALE AND TERRY

Any excitenent turns to confusion when they see..
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A MAN

Standing in the doorway of the Red Cross helicopter, holding a
gun.

TERRY
That's Deakins' escape route.

HALE
Not any nore.

Terry nods. They share a |l ast |1ook, then Terry heads off. Mle
coils up the winch cable, slings it over his shoul der and heads
for the nuke boxcar and his old friend Deakins. He picks up..
THE SHOTGUN

Left by deceased Gunman #2.

EXT. CAR CARRI ER

Makes her way past the Toyot as.

EXT. WLKINS HELI COPTER - BESI DE TRAI N TRACKS

W1 kins and the pilot stand outside their disabled helicopter.
The train is way off in the distance. They hear honking and
turn to see...

A Pl CKUP TRUCK

Tearing toward then along a dirt road, horn honking.

CLOSE ON PI CKUP

The RANCHER fromthe mni-mart Is driving; Gles beside him
I NT. TRAIN ENG NE - DRI VER S COVPARTMENT

Terry cones into the driver's conpartnent. She tugs at the
brake and accelerator levers. |It's useless. She |ooks around,
spots a cigarette lighter.

| NT. BOXCAR

Deaki ns and the one remai ni ng GUNMAN hear the helicopter. They
start toward the | adder to the roof hatch when they hear
footsteps on the roof of the car. Deakins gestures to the
gunman. He raises his gun, trying to figure out where to shoot.
Then they hear soneone tugging at the hatch handl e. The gunman
opens fire on the hatch.

EXT. ON TOP OF BOXCAR

nowher e
tied to

Bull ets stream up through the hatch cover, but Hale iIs
In sight. One end of Hale's helicopter wnch cable is
t he hatch cover.
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W follow the cable fast, over to the side of the boxcar to

find...

HALE

St andi ng, tugging on the cable, still attached to the harness.
Hal e racks a load in the shotgun and junps back off the side of
the train.

| NT. BOXCAR

The gunman hears a sound, starts to turn, just as..

HALE

Sw ngs into the boxcar on the cable, firing the shotgun.
THE GUNVAN

| s picked up by the blast and smashed back through the wood sl at
wall of the boxcar and out of the train.

DEAKI NS

Ainbs up fast through the hatch to the roof.

HALE

Shoots at Deakins, msses. The shotgun clicks enpty. Hale
tosses the gun then unhooks the cable fromthe harness. He
drops to the floor-of the boxcar and runs to the | adder.

EXT. CAR CARRI ER

Terry has a three-foot |ength of gasoline-soaked cloth stuffed
Into the gas tank opening of a Toyota on the |lower |evel of the
car carrier. She lights it and hurries off.

EXT. ROOF OF TRAIN

Deaki ns steadies hinself as...

THE RED CROSS HELI COPTER

Hovers in sideways toward the train. The MAN in the doorway
hol ds out a hand to Deaki ns.

DEAKI NS
s reaching for the man's hand and grabs it when...
HALE

Reaches out of the hatch and grabs onto Deakins' foot.



Converted to PDF by ScreenTal k Online 91.

HALE AND DEAKI NS

Deaki ns kicks free of Hale, holds onto the man in the helicopter
and is pulled onboard.

THE HELI COPTER

Moves sideways over the train.

I N THE HELI COPTER

Deakins turns, pulling his gun and shoots down at the train as..
THE HELI COPTER

Moves back sideways over the train.

DEAKI NS' POV

No sign of Hale on the train roof.

DEAKI NS
Get us out of herel

THE PI LOT

Nods and starts to |lift and bank. Then he gets an odd
expression. The helicopter isn't doing what he wants.

THE HELI COPTER
I's hovering over the train, but it can't fly away because..
HALE

I s hanging onto the skids and he's hooked the cable to the skid.
The other end of the cable is still attached to the hatch.

THE HELI COPTER
Strains against the cable, but it doesn't snap.
I N THE HELI COPTER

DEAKI NS
Hurry!

POVNER LI NES
Cross the track, a quarter-mle ahead.
DEAKI NS

Leans out of the helicopter wwth his Uzi, shooting down at...
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HALE

Who grabs onto the cable and slides down it to the roof of the
train, bullets plugging in all around his. He junps down

t hrough the hatch as. ..

DEAKI NS

Sees what's com ng and junps.

THE HELI COPTER

Hts...

THE PONER LI KES

Whi ch snap, shoot sparks and wrap around the helicopter's rotor.
THE HELI COPTER

Breaks up and flies apart as the train rolls on.

EXT. CAR CARRI ER

The flame burning up the gas-soaked cloth goes into the Toyota
gas tank and. ..

THE TOYOTA
Expl odes.
I NT. NUKE BOXCAR
Hal e gets to his feet, goes to |l ook at the nuke.
ECU NUKE TI MER
Five m nutes and counti ng.
HALE
Looks at it, trying to figure out howto disarmit. He hears
t he whoosh-thunp of sonmeone junping down into the boxcar. He
turns.
DEAKI NS
Stands there, trying to smle, trying to be cool, but...
DEAKI NS

They woul d' ve paid and | woul d' ve

stopped 1t. You' ve nade a very,

very big m stake.

HALE
It's over, Deak. | beat you.
Dsarmit.
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DEAKI NS
If 1t's over and you beat ne, you
disarmit.

HALE
Deak. . .
DEAKI NS
Course you are going to need this.
(hol ds cell - phone
renot e)
All you have to do is get it.
(puts renote in
pocket)
And if you do, as a special added
bonus, you get this.

Deakins pulls out...

THE TVENTY DOLLAR BI LL

Then pockets it.

HALE AND DEAKI NS

Share a | ook. Deakins puts up his fists.

DEAKI NS
Ready?

Hal e puts up his fists.
EXT. CAR CARRI ER

It's a chain reaction, with one flam ng Toyota setting off the
one above it or next to it.

BETWEEN BOXCAR AND CAR CARRI ER
Terry I s | ooking under the car carrier.
TERRY' S POV

The train car axle 1s snoking, grinding, glowmng red in the heat
fromthe flam ng Toyot as.

| NT. BOXCAR
Hal e and Deakins circle each other.

DEAKI NS
Modern boxing isS a pussy sport.
They want to nake it about scoring
points. It's not about scoring
points! [It's about this!
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Deakins fakes a right, jabs wth his left, catching Hale on the
chin. Hale is jarred. Blood runs fromhis nouth

DEAKI NS
Ckay. You're bleeding. Good. In
the old fights, there'd be so nuch
bl ood, guys would slip and fall.
Let's see if we can't get alittle
more of that red goo out of you.
Ready?

Agai n Deakins fakes right, jabs left. Hale half blocks it, but
I's sent back.

EXT. TRAIN

CU TRAI N AXLE

The axle 1s bending, grinding, groaning.
TERRY

| s between the car carrier and a boxcar, |ooking down at the
axl e, not know ng what the hell she's going to do when she hears
a horn honking. She turns.

| NT. BOXCAR

DEAKI NS
Used to be, every fight was to a
knockout. You know what happens
when you get knocked out? |It's
your brain slapping against the
I nside of your skull. Here. [|'ll
et you see what 1t's |ike. Ready?

Deakins steps toward Hal e, about to finish himoff. Deakins
SW ngs. Hale ducks, cones up hard with all he's got, gets
Deaki ns under the chin and Deakins sails up and back, | anding
prone, seeing stars.

HALE

St ands over Deakins, in silhouette, the light of the hatch above
him And then...

EXT. THE TRAIN AXLE
Snaps and. ..

THE TRAI N

Junps the tracks.

| NT. BOXCAR

Hale is thrown off his feet.
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THE NUCLEAR WEAPON

Swings wldly in the hanmmock webbi ng.

THE STRAPS

Securing the webbing to the walls of the car start to snap.
EXT. TRAIN

The front cars accordion sideways off the tracks, down a short,
steep, enbanknent. It's all grinding, tw sting, groaning netal.

FLAM NG TOYOTAS
Fly, tunble, explode.
| NT. BOXCAR

Hale tries to get to his feet, but then the floor starts
dr oppi ng bel ow him as. ..

EXT. THE TRAIN

THE NUKE BOXCAR

Goes down the steep slope of the enbanknment and stops.

THE TRAI N

The sounds of the crash cease. Dust and snoke. Burning Toyot as.
| NT. BOXCAR

Flickering light froma burning Toyota cones in through the
slatted walls. In this weird Iight, Hale sees..

THE NUCLEAR WEAPON

It's above him at the end (top) of the car. It's hanging in
md-air, tangled up in the webbing. Two straps are the only

t hi ngs keeping the nucl ear weapon from dropping twenty feet to
the bottom of the car.

DEAKI NS

Is ying at the bottom (end) of the car, directly under the
nuke, not novi ng.

HALE

Looks around for sonething. He sees it --
DEAKI NS' REMOTE CONTROL DEVI CE

On the floor.
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DEAKI NS' EYES

FI i cker open. He sees..
A PI STOL

Lying a few feet away.
HALE

DEAKINS (O S.)
You have to push anber, then red.
You m ght have tine to push anber.
You won't get to red.
Hal e turns to see..
DEAKI NS
Pointing a gun at him

HALE
The nuke is arned, Deak. |If it
falls, the inpact trigger wll set
it off.

DEAKI NS
| know.

HALE
Half a mllion people wll die.

DEAKI NS
(t hi nks, shrugs)
Fuck "emif they can't take a ] oke.
ONE OF THE STRAPS
Hol di ng the nuke tears through. One strap left.
HALE
H s finger hovers over the anmber button.

DEAKI NS
Do it and | shoot.

Hal e | ooks at Deaki ns.
HALE
| guess you really don't know ne
that well after all.

Hal e presses the amber button.

96.
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DEAKI NS

Shoot s.

HALE

Spi ns back, blood spraying fromhis shoul der.
THE REMOTE

Falls from his hand.

DEAKI NS

| s about to shoot again, then hears a tearing and | ooks up as..

THE LAST STRAP

R ps through and. ..

THE NUKE

Drops toward him point first.

HALE' S BLOCDY HAND

Grabs the renpte and his finger presses the RED button
ECU NUKE TI MER

M d-air, dropping, the clock and display go blank as...
DEAKI NS

Hs eyes fill wth true terror as..

THE NUCLEAR WEAPON

Punches i nto Deakins, point first, crushing him

HALE

CGets to his feet and stands over Deakins. He reaches down,
opens Deaki ns' pocket and pulls out the twenty-dollar bill.

HALE
Ready.

He heads out of the boxcar.
EXT. TRAI N TRACKS

Hal e clinbs out of the boxcar and starts running through the
train weckage and burning cars, |ooking for Terry.
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A TV NEWSVAN
Pulls up and a REPORTER and CAMERANMAN | unp out.
HALE

Keeps runni ng through the weckage. He stops, unable to breathe
when he sees...

A FOOT
In a boot, sticking out fromunder a burning Toyota.
HALE

Runs to the car, pulls at the foot, tries to push the car off
t he body underneath. O S. another vehicle drives up.

HALE
Conme on! Oh, God. On, no.

Hale is pulling hard on the foot when..

TERRY (O S.)
The Air Force pays you so little
you have to steal shoes off dead
peopl e?

Hal e turns to see..

TERRY

Wal ki ns over fromthe Rancher's pickup truck
W LKI NS AND G LES

Are behind her, grinning.

HALE AND TERRY

Run to each other. They enbrace, start snoothing each other's
hair, start w ping blood off each other's faces, start Kkissing,
only to be interrupted by...

THE TV REPORTER AND CAMERMAN

REPORTER
What happened here?

Hal e and WIlkins and Gl es share a | ook.

HALE
Unh. ..
(l ooks at flam ng
Toyot as)
sonebody was trying to stea
sone Toyot as.
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The reporter asks nore questions. Hale and Terry wal k off, arns
around each other. As they go, Hale sticks out his hand to
Terry.

HALE
Rawl ey Hal e.

TERRY
Terry Carm chael

They shake hands and wal k on as we...

FADE TO BLACK

THE END



